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With their Caſe and Condition (in their 


preſent Circumſtances) truly ſtated. 
AS ALSO 


How their Revenue is ſettled, for Payment of 
their ( harities; and Proviſion made for the 
well-governing their Members and My$tery, to 
preſerve a Succeſſion in their Society. +. 


Defigned for Information of all, and Benefit of the 
AMembers, and for SatisfaCtion and Encourage- 
ment of their Friends and Benefatlers. 


LO NON, 
Printed by Eliz, Holt, for the Company of Grocers, 
M DC LXXXIX. 


GROCERS 


"Fo THE 
SACRED MAJESTY 


King WILLIAM 


Queen MARY, 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſties, 
AVING already preſumed to 
H offer to Your Majeſties Sacred 


Hands, a mean Preſent, (in a ſmall 
Trreatiſe,) Entitled, NOSCE T7 EIPSUM, 
wherein I have cndeavoured to give ſome 
account, how I have ſpent my Holy Days, 
ſince I have been Clerk of the Company of 
GROCERS'; with the Reaſons and Arguments ' 
inducing me to join in the Communion of 
our National Church, when I had examined 
and tryed all other different Perſuaſions. 
| Your Majcfties Gracious Acceptance of 
\ that, together with You my Dread Sove- 
Pe” A 2 - reign's 


* The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


reign's vouchſafing to become our Supreme 
Maſter, have embolden'd me to offer at Your 
Majeſtics Sacred Feet the following Sheets, 
as the Product of my Working Days in the 
ſame Service. | 

Imay not hope Your Majeſtics ſhould ſpare 
time to look farther; but I moſt humbly be. 
ſeech Your Majeſtics to caſt Your Gracious 
Eycsonthe few following Lines, whichT have 
recorded in our Regiſter, immediately before 
the entry of ſuch Your Majefties Gracious 
Condeſcention : Whereby I humbly Hope 
it will plainly appear, no other Company in 
London, might fo juſtly preſume, to beg the 
Honour of Adoption by a Crowned Head. . 

That Your Majeſties Sacred Names may 
be Illuftrious, from this little Orb, through- 
out all Your Majefties Dominions, to the 
ends of the Earth, ſhall be the daily, and 
hearty Prayers of, | 
May it pleaſe Your Majeſties, 

Your Majeſties moſt Dutiful, Loyal, 

and Obedient Subjeft and Servant, 


Wittiam Ravennitr, 
Clerk of the Company of Grocers. 


A ſhort Account of the Grocers. 


ULA AROMATARIORUM (vulgariter 
Grocers Hall) olim nominabatur Domus Illuftriſs 
ſimi Domini Firz-water , wunius e Regni bujus 
Paribus, quam, regnante Henrico Sexto, Societats 

Aromatariorum vendidit. Sita eſt in ipſo urbis Meditullio, cut 

adjacet Hortus, qui Aeri liberiori ſpatium det, necnon Area pre 

foribus ſatis ampla, qua Senatorum, vice Comitumque, dumPretori, 
rthuſque publicis inſjerviuut, Nobilium etiam quacunque de cauſa 
huc accedentium, currus recipiantur; ac eade cauſa Communitas 

Aromatariorum, poſt Conflagrationem Urbis borrendam, re-eqifica- 

bat, ampliorem fecit, &* omnis generis neceſſarits adornaVit, ut 

Domus ad Summum HMagiſtratum magnifice reciptendum pre 

omnibus aliis maxime Commoda Videretur: Summus enim Magiſtra- 

tus Vicem gerit ipſuus Regis ; nullis igitur ſumptibus pepercit Aro- 
matariorum Societas, ut receptaculum eſſet tanto Officio, tanto Ma- 
giſtratu-Dignum; nam in hoc opere perficiendo, multa expenduntur 

Millia Solidorum, ut AFdificium eſſet Splendidum,aptum,&7 ſuis ci- 

vibus conveniens,qui in loco hoc ſeſe ſolemnibus Convivits, anucitiam 

ſuam mvicem teſtantur © augent , &* ab omni Civitatis parte 
congregati huc accedunt, ut mutuam erga ſeipſos Benevolentiam: 
exerceant. Hoc quoque honori & . glorie totius Regm vertitur, 
dum egredientes, & Domi redeuntes, Peregrini & Domeſtici, 

Aulam hanc conſpicuam mirantur ſimul: & amant. 

(uod ad antiquitatem Spebtat egregie bujus Sectetatis, Originens 
ſuam longa ſerie deducit a Mercatoribus Romanis, qui cum Oriens 
tali Orbis Regione commercia babuerunt pro Aromatibus compa= 
randis, &, devifta -hac Inſula, Urbem habitabant, Quibus 
Novtratium in; re nautica peritia Originem ſuam debere videtur, 
faltem ab illis - multum incrementi accepit, atque aded- Marts: 
x Or. Imperium, 


=o re. 


A ſhort Account of tbe zrocers. 
Imperium, quod hee Tnſula large lateque per multa- retro Secula 
obtinuit, eiſdem aliquo modo. accepitin. Tefert./  Quapropter in 
Divitiis, &* abundanti rerum Copia;eettras-omnes ( ommnitates 
facil? ſuperabant.. Hinc Orte junt | Familie. illutriſſinle, mox 
Prolem illuſlriorem dature. En | 

Huec Communitas, Corpus fit politicum, ſub cura &* guber- 
natione quatuor Cuſtodum, qui vocari poſſmt Superintendentes,nomine 
FMagiftro excluſo, ut ( apiti ( oronato ſemper locus relinquetur, 
quem locum Carolus Secundus (Beate Mamorie) Rex implere non 
dedignatus eſt; Cujus Nomen, ut eternitati conſecraret gratiſſima 
Societgs, Statuam epus . erexit in Byrſa Regia, &* in Regiſtro 
ſuo Nomen equs mſcriptum habet, ut teittmonium fit poſterts gras 
titudmis [ue erga Regem tam Benignum,qui Chartam illi fixam reds. 
didit & firmam; qua m re Exemplum propoſuit K egibus ſuis ſuce 
ceſſoribus, ut fJavore ſuo perperuo ( ommunitatem hanc foverent, 
wut perpetuum ſit Charitatis Diverſorium, <& fertiliſſimum Mers 
catorum opulentorum, ptorum Civium, &* fidelium Subditorum, 
Semiarium. 


hich may be thus read in Engliſh: 


ROCERS HALL was once the Manſions 

FJ Houſe of the Lord Fitz-water, a Peer of this Realm, 

of whom the Company purchaſed the ſame, in the Reign 
of King Henry the Sixth, being ſituate. in the Centre of 
. the City of London, and having a fair open Garden behind 
for Air and Diverſion, and before it, within the Gate, a 
large Court-yard, for the reception of Coaches, as the 
Aldermen and Sherrifts attend the Lord Mayor on Pubs 
lick Afﬀairs, eſpecially from Guild-Hall, and the 'Seflions 
; at 


A fhort Actonnt'of the. Grocers. 
at the Old-Biily ; or as:the Nobility, and other Perſons of 
Qualicy, ſhall either;pay. theit Viltes, or be thither in- 
vited by his Lordſhip ; For theſe Reaſons the Company 
of Grocers, after the late dreadful Fire, rebuilt and inlarged 
it with all Offices and Accommodations, far beyond any 
other Place that ever was, or now is, for the moſt Com- 
modious Seat of the Chief Magiſtrate, as he is for the time 
being his Majeſty's Repreſentative in this Famous City, at 
the expence of many thouſand pounds, as deſigning it 
for encouragement of their Members, and conveniency of 
the Citizens reſorting thither, as to the Fountain of Juftice, 
from all Parts of the City ; as it may alſo redound to the 
Honour of the Kingdom, being conſpicuous (in their 
tranſient view) to Embaſſadors and Foreigners, as well 
as Natives of his Majeſty's Dominions, paſſing and re- 
paſſing through this City. | 

And asthis Society may boaſlt of its Antiquity, deriving 
its Original from Merchants in Rome, trading in Spices to 
the Eaſtern Parts, who from Rome tranſplanted thema 
ſelves to this City with the Conqueſt of this Iſland, and 
firſt gave Wings to Navigation here, from whence this 
Iſland hath been able to give Law (by Sea) to all the 
World; ſo hath ir (above all other Companies in London) 
- abounded in wealthy Members, trading both. at home 
and abroad ; from whence have ſprung many honourable 
Families, being incorporate by the Name of Four-Wardens, 
as Super-intendents, without a Maſter, and ſo moſt capable 
of Adoption by a Crowned Head; King (harles the Se- 
cond of Blefled Memory, having been their laſt Sovereign 
Maſter; and, as other Companies have done, in Memory 


of” 


A ſhort Account of the Grocers. 
of the King from whom they have received the like Ho- 
nour, ſo this Company hath ſet up-his ſaid late Majeſty's 
Statue in the Royal Exchange, and. recorded: his Sacred 
[Name here in their Regiſter, thac ſo the Generations to 
ceme may know how far they are Debtors to his Me- 
mory, for the Foundation he laid, whereon his Royal Suc- 
ceſſors might build, to carry on and complete their Hap- 
pineſs, inreſtoring and ſerling ſo Pious a Nurſery of Cha- 
rities, - and fruitful Seminary of Eminent Merchants and 
Good Citizens. 


God ſave the King and Queen. 
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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


CHARLES 


EARL OF 


Dozſet a"d Middleſex, 
Lord Chamberlain of his Majeſty's Houlhold. 


My Lord, 

Hough my Station be but low in this little 
Province; yet Ican(now)without Breach of 
my good Behaviour, humbly boaſt of the 

Honour of being (therein) Your Lordſhip's Fellow. 
Servant, under one Sovereign Maſter, ſo Good 
and Gracious, that He delibrs in nothing more, 
than to encourage the Diligent and the Faithful, 
The Company of Grocers, who have ſuffered an 
Echpſe of late Years, from the ſad Effefts of War 
and Fire, are now, under the Sun-ſhine of His Ma- 
Jeſty's Gracious Influence, to be reſtored to their 
Priſtine Luſtre, ſo as with Courage and Comfort 
they may improve their Privileges and Immunities 


B for 


An Epiſtle. 
for Publick and Diffuſrue Good, in diſcharge of 
their great Truſts, agreeable to the Original End 
and Deſign of their Corparation. 
My Lord, Though this Society: had not the 
Aammon of Profit and Advantage, to Court Your 
Loraſhip's Patronage ; yet I may adventure to tell 
Your Lordſhip, that by implanting Your Self into 
it, You gave the Grocers no more than their due , 
for it cannot be doubted, that a Body Politick , that 
makes out ſo fair a claim to a Crowned Head, can 
be defeftive in their juſt Title tothe moſt Honour- 
able and Heroick Member. This T have here en- 
deavonred to demonitrate,; as. a "oy mony, how am- 
bitious I am to manifeſt my ſelf T heir Mayeſltes 
Dutiful and Frag &n— + T7 4 


May it pleaſe Your Lordſhip, 
Your Honours moſt Faithful , 
Obliged, and moſt Humble: Servant, 


William Ravenbill. 


Clerk of the Company. 
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To the Right Honourable, Right Worſhipful, and 
' the reſt of the Worthy MEMBERS of 
the SOCIETY of the MISTERY of GRO- 


CERY, London. 


William Ravenhill, their Clerk,. bumbly offers and prays their 
Acceptance and Peruſal of theſe following Papers ; as a Teſtis 
mony of his Hearty Deſires, and Sincere Endeavours, to vin- 

| dicate the Reputation, and improve the Intereſt of this Society. 


|  S, foon'as by the good: Providence of God I 
obtained the Favour, and had the Happineſs 

/ \ _ to be choſen your Clerk, I reſolved with my 

- MS ymoſt Diligence, to purſue and perform my 
Duty in this Place, and thereby gratefully anſwer the 
expeRation of my Friends, who promoted my Election; 
and alſo. lay, hold. on ſo fair an opportunity, to ingra- 


tiate my ſelf into the Favour and Efteem of Good Men : 


Being convinced, that if I ſhould negle& my Duty,' ir 
would render my Folly and Ingratitude more conſpi- 
cuous to.the World : Therefore, that I might in doing 
the one avoid the other, Iendeayoured, in the hirſt place, 
to inform my ſelf of the true State and Condition of the 
Company ; upon Inqueſt whereof, I found it plain and 
manifeſt, that-for . want of Knowledge of the Truth 
thereof, \many Reproaches and Reflexions were- calt 
upon this. Society, both from Strangers (with wha 

-D-2 ; they 


An Epiſtle. 
they have been no way concerned) and alfo their Cre- 
ditors, who rendred them obnoxious in Courts of Law 
and Equity, and before the Commiſiioners for Charie 
cable Uſes, as if they had been a Company that poſlefled 
a great Revenue, ſufficient to pay all their Debts; yet 
were ſo averſe from doing that, that they waſted and 
conſumed their Eſtate in Feaſting themſelves, refuſing 
ro pay, unleſs they were compelled by Chargeable 
Suits; which not only aggravated their Creditors, bur 
alienated che AﬀeStions of many good Perſons, as well 
Members as others; and cauſed many chargeable Suits 
and vexatious Proſecutions againſt them, notwithſtan- 
dingthe great Care and Endeavours of fome Worthyand 
Good Members, who uſed all poſlible means to avoid 
the ſame : Therefore I made it my great Deſign to ac- 
quaint my ſelf with all cheir Aﬀairs, and paſt Tran 
factions, that I might be able ro make 2 true Repreſen- 
cation of the Company's Condition, both what jt was 
before they contrated their Debts, and how they be- 
came indebted ; what they have already done towards 
it, and what means and methods they may beſt uſe and 
proſecute to diſcharge themſelves; to the end thole grear 
Reproaches and Prejudices (which through- Miſ-apprea 
henſions and falſe Reports have been caſt -on this Com- - 
pany) may. be removed. Andevery true-hearted Mem- 
ber, that bears a Chriſtian reſpect to the Pious Memory 
_ of our Anceſtors, (who were Worthy BenefaRtors,) and 
would in diſcharge of his Duty commend hifnſelf, after 

their Example, to Poſterity, may willingly: — 
uny 


fully lay to his: helping hand. And as a farther Teſti- . 
mony of my hearty deſires to ſerve the Members, having 
- ſo briefly ſtared the Company's Caſe, I ſhall endeavour. 
$0 give you. a ſhort account of the Anciquity, and firſt 
Creation, and Continuance of 'the”'G ROCERS, as far 
and clear as I can make Conjecture, or have received 
any probable Account ; alſo I have:regulated and dis 
oeſted the Company's Books into an orderly Method; 
as alſo their Evidences to clear cheir Titles to their {everal. 
Rents, Lands, and Houſes, and the ſeveral Schools un- 
der their Government : And alfo the ſeveral Eccleſtaftis 
cal Livings in the diſpoſition of this Society, with the 
Names of their Founders, and how they became Veſted 
in their Right ; and alſo other Privileges peculiar to this 
Society ; and how their whole Revenue (as a moſt 
righteous Sanfim) 1s ſertled: ro 1ecure the due payment 
of all. cheir yearly Charities; 1o as it may appear obvjous 
and plain to be underſtood by every individual Member; 
of which it will not be proper here to give an account ; 
but I refer to the Books and Records themſelves, more 
fit to be inſpected at this Hall, by ſuch as have Right to 
know them, thanto be expoled to view of others, whom 
it NO Way Concerns. | | 
To which I have added a ſhort account of ſome En» 
largement of Privileges, granted them by King Charles 
the Second, after the Quo Warranto brought againſt them 
which though it were an Invaſion of the Subje&'s Rights, 
yet, by the over-ruling Providence of God, it became an 
occaſion of advantage to this Company, as it put them 


UpOnR 
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upon ſearching. into,;.and Examination of their Conſtis 
- rution, ſo as to diſcover their Defects and Irregularities ; 

and by advice of Learned Counſel to obtain a ſubſe- 
quent Charter, without dependance on,or relating to any Surren+ 
der ; and without injury to,or interfering with any other (ompany, 
otherwiſe than to regulate miſ-uſage, and to preſerve their own 
Rights ; but rather tending to the benefit and advantage of the 
hole City, as it explains and ſettles the Species of their Myſtery, 
and incorporates the bole (in London and within three A/iles) 
into one Body, to anſwer the Original End and Deſign of 
their Corporation, and to prevent a Spurious | Mixture, 
(che Caule of all Abuſe and Diforder in every Myſtery,) 
by: putting in Execution the By-Laws and Ordinances, 
madeand provided, purſuant thereto, for well-govern- 
ing and regulating their Members and Myſtery ; which 
By-Laws and Ordinances axe now examined and' approved 
of (as the Law direQts) by the Right Honourable the 
Lords Commiſſioners for the Cuſtody of the Great Seal, and 
the Lord Chief Juſtice of either Bench, (Sir John Holt, 
and Sir Henry Pollexfen,) to oblige all Perſons uſing their 
Myſtery, as Grocers, ConfeFioners, Druggiſts,, Tobacconifts, 
or Tobacco-Cutters, in London and three Miles diſtant, (as 
being ſo incorporate and declared a part of their Myſtes 
ry,) to a compliance therewith, in order to ſupport their 
Charities, and co preſerve a Succeſſion of embers in the 
Company. 22h 


F HE 


ng THE : 
COMPANY'S CASE 
Briefly Stated.. 


to ſtueral Pariſhes, - Places, and Uſes, amounting, to near the.yearly 
. Profurs they receive; moſt part wheresf conſiſted.of Houſes in Logdon, 
which were all conſumed by the late areadful Fire, when they expetted to bave ad- 
varced great Snmms of Money, by way of Fines, on renewmg of Leaſes, towards 
Payment of their Debes.. | | 
They had alſo beretofore many and great Summs of Money paid into their Hands, 
as a Fund for the Uſes following, (viz.) 
To payiyearly Summs in Coals, Faggots, and Money, to ſeveral Pariſhes and 
Wards Fi London, andel/ewhere. : 
To ſeveral Priſons for Redemption and Releaſe of Priſoners, 
To the Poor Members of the Company. 
Tobe lent to Toung Men that had ſerved their Times to Members of this Com- 
pany on Security, with little or no Intereſt, to ſet up, and to be returned again. 
To buy Impropriations, for maintenance of Miniſters, where their Livings are 
 ſnall. And 
To maintain ſeveral Schools and Alms- Houſes. 
They complyed punttually with all their Truſt's, continuing in very. great Credit 
and Reputation, wntil- the ſad Effetts of War and Fire rendred them uncapatle to 
a; [charge their yearly Charities, where they have no Fund left. And 
The remaining part of their great Debts which they contrafted, as followeth, viz. 
Anno 1640. To accommoaare the late King Charles the Firſe, in his Exigencies, 
0n Security of ſome of his Peers, = —— 45001. 
Anno 1642. To Sibdue the Rebelton in Ireland, and Relieve his ſaid late Ma- 
jeſty's Proteſt ant Subjelts there in diftreſs,- — gooo !. 
Anno 1643. They were compelled to lend the City, for which they had their 
Common Seal, == mmm - — —— 4500. 
All which they. took, up en the Company's Seal, nor were ſingular therein, but 
neceſſitated thereto, in compliance with all other Companies, and indeed with the 
whole City. | | 


M:: part of the ſaid Compaiiy's Porienut ts charged with yearly Charities 


Upon 


The Company's Caſe briefly ſtated. 


Upon their taking up this Money, they made a By- Law to levy the fame on them- 
felversif their Stock, fell ſbort 3 2 ſor petuninplparnine of their Intereſt ; and 
45 one Creditor called for his Money in, they took up of others, and paid them off, 
depending upon getting in their ſaid Principal; all which failed them, till at laft their 
ſole hope was of advancing Money by renewing of Leaſes, many whereof were nigh 
expired; but the Fire in 1666. conſumed their whole Revenue m. London ; 
#hey having already paid for Intereft of Money,between 1 640. and 1666.--30000l, 

As their Debts exceeded any other Companies, ſo their loſs herein was exceeding 

great, ſo that now they were uncapable any longer to pay|Debrs or Charities. 

They applied themſelves to the Parliament, then ſuting, on their ſaid By-Law, 
but- _ rejetted, as binding to no more than were Parties t0 it, moſt of whom 
were dead. 

T heyihad then no means to raiſe Money, but by letting their Gr und to Builders 

for Fines, on long Leaſes, great part whereof they were compelled to, by decree of 
the Judges at Clifford's- Inn. £ 

And by voluntary Subſcriptions, both which were ſet on foot ſoon after the Fire ; 
and ” encourage Subſcriptions, Sir John Cutler, ere#ed the firſt Building in the 
Garaen. 

They raiſed conſiderable Summs, and propounded topay their Creditors their Prin- 
cipal, part thereof down, and the reſt at two Payments. 

And after many Meetings, moſt of their Creditors inclined to accept of ſuch Pro- 
poſals,finding how it muſt be advanced ; but ſome of their Members being backward, 
and ſome Creditors ill adviſed, Sued the Company, ard ſeized their Hall in Raines, 
which put a ſtop to all, though thoſe Creditors themſelves repent this , afterwards 
l2oſing their Charges, and glad to comply on lower terms, than at firſt offered. 

Afterwards the Company raiſe Money, what they could of kind Members them- 
ſelves, and take up the reſidue on the Aſſienment of 44 Sequeſtration and Conveyance 
of all their Eſtate, to pay off the Creditors that Sequeſtred, and ſome other remaining 
proportions to Creditors, who had not. yet received any + And to ſupply what was 
wanting, they let their. Land in Ireland, on Fine, ſinking their Rent to 10 1. per 

Annum. But the Hall continuing in Ruines, the Company was thereby renared 
reproachful, 
* The Apprentices bound at other Halls, and turned over. 

T he Freemen take their Freedoms of other Companies. 

And all Benefattors decline as deſpairing of any good to Poſterity. 

So that the Members every year dying and failing, and many removing into the 
Connrry, and none to ſucceed in their Places, | 

Ie muſt needs follow, that the Company in few years muſt diſſolve for want of 
a Shcceſſion of Members, which would moſt ponies have rendred the Members 


then living, who were numerous, and equal, if not more eminent, than any other 
Company, net only moſt ungr.ueful ro their Predeceſſors, who bave been ſo liberal 
Benefatiors, and have left ſuch Grounds (though the Buildings were ſo conſumed by 
Fire) yet now built on, gives a great hope to Poſterity, bmt alſo obnoxions to "_—_ 
rity. 


A EF * 
The Company's Caſe briefly Rated. 
© The vonſideration whereof alove, moved Sir John Moore, another Worthy MMem- 
bor, (then next it: courſe to ſubceed invhe Chair,) to repair the Body of the Hall, 
«nd alſo Sir James Edwards, «nd other kind Members, roenlarge it with Com- 
wodions Buildings for the Seat of = Chief Magiſtrate ; that it might not.only encou- 
rape the Freemen, Apprentices, and Hors, to preſerve the Company a Nur- 
ery of Clarity, and Seminary of good Citizens, but alſo anſwer the Charge of the 
. Building, *n WOIOng whe yan Revenue of the Company, and #* indeed (if 
rightly conſidered Y in: the Company's preſent Circumſtances, of greater advantage 
70 the Company, than any one thing that bath been done for them, For | 
1. It bath much incouraged the Apprentices and Freemen, ſotbat whereas there 
F108 where one, :00, or three Appr abode and one _ made 
freebefore, ani thoſe burpoor Artificers; they enorea erwmards 10 4 far greater 
II. Ir hath given great ſatisfift3en to ſeveral Eminent Mombe?s, who pave de- 
clared themſelves very inclinable to contribute largly towards diſcharge of the Com- 
pany's Debrs and Charities, if they fee but arty Encour agement from the reſt of the 
Members. : d 


'YBI. This Building, #hongh it amonnts to nneh-more than what it wasjar firſt de- 
ſigned, yet a greet part thereof bath bren freely laid down, on —R_ works 
and whatever is farther Itid down towards it, (which it # hoped the whole will be 
for rn ypm &r570 anſwer theſe good ends) would never bave been ſo given, 
ut s (A | 

And that the Building and Beantifying the Hall, may norbe a bait to:Creditors - 
#2741 to ſeize it, [o ngamn t0 diſcourage the Members, Hoot] | 

The Hell, andthe Company's Revere, is, by adviceof Counſel, fettled by Con- 
weyance and Decree. | CLE | 

4. Subjef to fecure the Money ſo taken up 10 diſcharge the Sequeſtrations, &Cc. 
Hnd when thofe, and what Tomes they ſhould 'be ſo neceſſitated to take up to compleat 
the Buildings, ſhalt be diſcharged. i s 

11. Then to ſecure (ſo far as the ſame will extend) the yearly Charities where. 
with rhe Company vs chargeable, bymany BenefaStors who ſo heretofore'left Money 
#n their Hands, as a Fund to }--acany 4 ſame ;, n0 part whereof now YemaI1s ; as 
being a truſt they are liable in the firſt place, as a Duty incumbent on them, both to 
avoid aCurſe, and in order to obtain a Bleſſing from God upon their Endeavours ; 
and alſo to avoidproſecution of the Commiſſioners, upon the Statute for Charitable 
UVfes, who have Ju put the Company td vaſt expences already upon that Account. 

And theſe things having been made known to their Creditors, who were alſo con- 
vinced (by the itt ſucceſs of others) how vain and fruitleſs it would be to put them 
ſelves and the Company to trouble and charge, whereby they might hazard the loſs 
of thei? Debts, but not in the leaſt better ſecure them ;, the Company have been not 
only free from Suits and Proſecutions, which they were not at any time before, ſince 
their troubles began, but alſo the Wardens and Aſſiſtants have been (in a great mea- 
ſure) freed from thoſe daily Clamonrs, which diſturbed them in the Company's 
Service, | G And 


The Company's Cale briefly ſtated. 
And now ſo fair an opportunity bring offered to deliver. the Qt | 4? and t0igive 
Encouragement to BenifaBtors? it is = there #s no. Member bu 1 cheerfully 
embrace it, whereby they ſhall not only draw others on, by their Example, to preſerve 
this Society ſtill a ad of Charity, and: Seminary of good Citizens ; but 4 x 
encourage Benefattors for the future, ſome in their Lives, audothers at their Deat C 
liberally to. extend thew Kindneſs towards \this Company ;, and_without all: doubt, 
ſuch works as theſe are acceptable to God, in times. of greateſt Trouble and Danger; 
-and ſuch Benefattors may hope . (on ng. leſs Security. than Gods own Word); for - 
Eaſe and Comfort ona Sick, Bed, aud Deltverence in rime of Trouble. _. © _. 

And moreover their Creditors (being now made ſenſible «of tbe Truth of the Com- 
pany's Condition) are inclined to comply with any reaſonable Propoſals. ſhall be made 
by any on the Company's behalf, and (a: ſome. bave already done);others are willing, 
and' ready to embrace ſuch Terms, as may be agreeable to the Company's Condition 


in their preſent Circumſtances, for their Satisfatt 
I havethus abſtrafted the Company's Caſe in theſe-faur Pages: | To.the 
end all Perſons concerned (whether Members, Creditors, or BenefaCQtors,) 
whoſe time will-not-perwit them to read.the foilowing Sheets, may. be,more 
readily-informed.upas all OccaGona of the Tenth of rhe Condictnt. Aa 
for their eaſe, who ſhall defire farther Satisfaction in any. particular, |1- have 
added marginal Notes in the following Pages for their Dire&tiog,. 
| And now having at laſt by .God's aſliſtance, and with unweariedmduſtry, 
accompliſhed my defignz. and having-alſo-traced their: Revenue to the Ori- 
ginal Donors and Purchaſers,..Ldid.;(by. order.of the Aſliſtants) prepare 
and cauſe the ſeveral following Tables tobe fet.up in Theig:Hall,, which 1 
have here inſerted, (as a' Monument more laſting) to the end the Names of 
their Friends and BenefaCtors, from whom they have.received All, may be 
kept in Memory, that the Generations to come, -as well as the preſent Age, 
may not only bleſs God for ſuch a Foungation, hut be.quicker'd. from their 
Example jto build and enlarge thereyposy that their Names may in like man- 
ner ſurvive in the bloſſom of a:ſweet {melling ſavour,. when their Bodies are 
turned to dult. ECG ors 


The, ſeveral Tables, ec. 


Lic "THE Right He- 1 
nowrable 


ciety z admitted mm- 
to thi. Fraternity, 


October the' 22d. 


WILLIAM 


| pany, 27 


4 3- chard Perrce. þ 
Francis + Acre OY 


the | 
III. King of 


1 England,e*c. & bi 


Majeſty e:Royal Per- 


[miſſion , was. ons the 


. 2:24. day of October, | gr 


in the Firſt Tear of 
their Majeſty's Reign, 
choſen,&c, Sovereign 
Maſter of this Com. 
graciouſly ac- 
| bepring © the" Tnſtru- 
rent of ſuch bois Ma- 

's Eleftion. and 


 Freedon ina Gold 
| | Bax... 


-Soar after which, 


| the Ordinances for 


hn governing © aud |' 
ow and, Myſtery of 


. | *he Grocery, /,were 


py amo oe xl 
wiſe approved of ( 4s 
the how diretts) by | 
the Right Honourable 
the Lords Commiſſio- 
ners for the Cu 
of the Great Seal , 

and the Lords Chief 


Sir Ralph Rox, Kr. 
Butterfield. 


Wars | 
ens. 


Fuftices of either 
| Bench. 1 


(CHARLES the IT. 


late King of 
England, Se and 
| Sovereign jp of 
this Company 


S er Tony 


his Sign Manual, 
'0 | ; (na the 
ſevera 

of the Myſtery of 
the "Grocery, de- 
claring Druggilſts, 
-ConfeCtioners, To- 
-bacconiſts, and. To- 


al ſpin 


ing the Mem- | ther 


under the Great Seal, 
.dnely: Incorporated, 
and made one Body 
with the Grocers, 
( never ro be ſepa- 
rated) to preſerve a 


bers in thi Com- 
pany. 


Branches | 


jr orerni 6 (4 as 


Sow Right Ho- 
nourable 
John Ear! of Mul- 
grave, one of the 
Lords of the Bed- 

Chamber to Ki 
Charles the Second, 


Chamberlain, * &c. 
having taken bh : 
Freedem «of this 


Company, was moſt | 


| affefF:onately aſſit- | 
ing- to procure the | 


and after that. Lord | 


| 


HE Site of this Fall and 
Garden, with the Ground 
' whereon C&ir Robert Clayton's 


heritance of the Right Honourable 
the Lord Fitzwater, of whom the 


the Reign of K; 


Hall thereon , for both which, 
they borrowed great Summs 
langnifhing Condition, 


derman, ſome time Lord Mayor, 
lent them Money, on Security of 
their Hall and Rewvennc, to clear 
j their Debts, _ | 


went, dated in the fixth Tear 


gave all back to the Company for 
| ever, to ſupport their Charities: 


The faid Sir Henr 
the ſaid St. Mary Alte 
4 


: 


: And afterwards, in their | 


Sir Henry Keble, #7. and 4!- 


And, by his Jlaff Will and Zaſba- 


4 


King Henry the Eighth, freely . 


Dwelling-Houſe ftands, was for- | 
merly the Man/tou-Honſe and Hr . 


Company parchafed the ſame, in | 
Henry . the | 
. | Sixth, and ſoon after built their 


3 
ee ks. h — _ 
o 
. 


Keble, at hisown 
rmary Church. 


ED 


7B William Laxton Az. 


q and Alderman,*alſo ſome 


tame Lord Mayor, by his laſt 
Will aud Teſtament, dated 
che 17th-Day of July, £556. 


' gave, for ever, to thu Com- 
'- pany, all his Lands and Te-|, 
vements in Canning-Street, 


| aud the ſeveral Lanes adja» 
cent, whereow are uow eredte 
many fair Dwel/my-Fouſes, 


by the Leſſees, after the late-| 


dreadful Fire; | 


To maintain a' School 


Almſ-men, and a Woman. to 
attend: them, at Gundle i» 


Northamptonſhire ; a»d the | 
'Surplafage to ſupport their |. 


Chartties. | .- 


The Bodies of theſe wo Worthy Members and Benefactors, 
' were both laid in one Vault in St. Mary A/dermaryChureh, with 
fair Monuments over them, demoliſhed by the faid late: Fire. . 


4 


proper Charges, built 


Mi 


* fter and Vſper, aud ſeven 


| 


fet us Zr the Hal k 


BENEFACTORS, 


From whom the Company have recerved 
their Revenue, deſigned for the Supporr 
and Relief of their poor Members, and 
Diſcharge of other charitable * Ufes. 


The DONORS Names, and the Streets 
and Places where their Lands and Tene- 
| ments /q green are ſituace, 


Str Hetry Keble, Broad-Street. 
Bel. x nets | Thames: Street - 
$:ir William Butler, -— Mincing Lane. 
John Maldon, ——D—— Þotolph-Lane. 
©" Grace Church-Street. 
Thomas Gore, Lombard-Street. 
Bilfeſdon, Cornhit. 
' =>  Canning-Street. 
Buſh-Lane: 
Abchureh-Lane. 
| Sir William Laxton, —< 2. Nicholas-Lane. 
Ealicheap. 
$herborn Lane, 
. LS: Swithins Lane., 
JohneWardall — —— — Wilbrook. 
Themas Knowles, Se. Antholmns. 
F Wood: Street. 
Emme Bachus, —— : Steyning-Lane. 


$ir Thomas Middleton, —Baynerd's Caſtle. 
William 47 arr gpt —-Grub-Street; 
Elizabeth Burrel,- Cheap-Side. / 
Peter Bloundell--—<<—<—-Donning's Alley. 
&r John Hart,- Shore-Ditch. 


Lady Anne nideon,{ Nomeopery Shire. 


' otber Improvement of the ſame. 


Demiſe of any pers —_ 


| Jour 
EY nu Domors of _ Moneys.. 


» 


The preſent Rents (with ſome ſmall Addition from the caſual yearl Profits.) I 
do diſcharge the whole yearly Gharitics of both kinds, and the a evi of each | 
Branch are ſecured to be paid out of the firſt Fines 9n "_— Znafts, and} 


a0; Fa to-preſerue and augment FI Revenue, t they have WS proviſios fo pre-| 
vent adding t0 any Term, whit five Tears remain in being >, aud not. 10 reſerve Þ 


T5 101. per Cent. per Aunums x he full improved yearly Value, in| 


| BENEFACTORS, 
fe” 2-5 the Company Summs of | 
oney to hea Lands and 
Tenements ;, which (with much 
more ) they laid ont in improving 
the Lands and Tenements ſo gi- | 
| ver by other Benefattors, that 
' - the ſame might alfo anſwer the 
ly Charmies appormteed 


IB 
Lady Conway ————1440 
| Gilbert Keate —————— 600 


| William Robinſea — — 490 
Alderman Saungers = 210] 
Francis Tyrrel —-: 7e0|. 


Joha Heydon——— —- 100 | 
Edwond Fervill — —— 3000 
| Robert Eambert ———' 1cof 

Nicholas Stiles —  100b 
Sir Jobn Peachy — —— $oc 
Richard Haile — 200 
Mt. Wheatley ———— 100] 


— Huophry Walwyn— 6co 
Mary Robinfon - —-— $oo| 
Fotal Sanks Laces —655 | 


RY 


The: /c everal Tables 


what ſoever. 
l. 


109. 


The. Lady Slaney 
Edmond Turvyll—— 
{| Henry Anderſon ——— 100 
John Newman - ——— 100 
Gilbert Keate-——— 50 
"Thomas Wheatley-—— 50 
Sir John Lyon-————200 
Edward Elmer FO 
Thomas Farmer - ICO 
Lettice Deane- 200 
Richard Lambert co 
Edward Jakemati——-200 
Katharine Hall ---—- 100 
Roger Knott- — 1 QO 
John Heydon<=———— 100 
Sir Thomas Ramſey — 200 
Peter Houghton-- — 4.00 
Thomas: Ridge———— 1co 
John Grove - LOO 


9 ſuch of them as, b 


I'OO : 


-» 


0000000000000000909 0-0 


000000000000000 


= 


® 


0000 


| ſelves capable of ſuch a Favour from the Company; but 1s # 
f , f God's Bleſſing 0# their E, 


jp Benefactor I, 


HO gave Summs of Money, to be lent to young Members of the Com- 
pany, on ſmall or no Intereſt, at the Diſcretion of the Wardens and- 
Aſſiſtants ; wherewith theCompany having charged themſelves, the ſame are 
now decreed ro be raiſed out of the: firſt Fines on renewing Leaſes, -or other 
Profits ariſing out of their Revenue, (above their 
diately after the Arrears of their yearly Charities ſhall be diſcharged; and. | 
for ever to be continued a Stock for theſe, and to be applicd-ro no other Vſes 


l, 


Gilbert Keate - — $5O 
Thomas Dawkins-— 20 
Robert Brooke- 
Mary Robinſon 200 
George Holman — -——100 
Richard*Hall 100 


- Thomas Weſtraw ——-100 


Robert Bowyer--- 5O 
John Hudſon-———— 100 
Sir Robert Nappier——100 
William Pennyfather — 100 
Thomas Moulſton 200 
Stephen Abberley — —259 


John Mevil ——-—— 100 


Thomas Gamull——2co 


\ Conſtance Wrightman--100. 


Sir Edmond Wright — 50 
Fhomas Freeman -100 
William Pennyfather—233 


4 good 


IOQO' 


wu 
= 


cao000000000G00000000 


$0000000000000000004i 


rly Charities, ) inome- 


T his was not only « great Encouragement for. young Men ſo to behave them- 

ſelves, during therr Apprenticeſhip, as, by Report, to recommend them- 
| cat. Obligation 
ndeavours, ſhall, from ſmall | 
| Beginnings, gain ample Eſtates, to btcome themſelves alſo liberal Benefattors, = 
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ſet np mm the Hall. 


PÞ the Reign of King Henry the IV "a 
| Chicheley, the Eldeit Brother, being, then| 
Lord Arch Biſhop: of Canterbury, his two 
lyounger Brethren were both Aldermen, and 

Aember « of this Company, viz, Sir William| 
Cthe- Second) and Sir, Robert (the Third) 
"both in thetr turn $ heriffs, md Sir Robert 
afterwards twice Lord Mayor, ' who purchaſed 
_ {the Ground whereon St. Stephen's Church in 
| Walbrook now '/fauds, which he built-at hrs 
own charge, the Advowſon whereof remains in 
the Company of Grocers to thu Day;”. which| 
Church being conſumed by the Fire, Anno 16 66. 


The Right Honourabie Sir Thomas Chicheley, (alſo a | 
Member of this Company,) who deſcended in a right Line 
from the ſaid Sir Roberc,) late Maſter of the Ordnance, 
afterwards Chancellor of the Dutchy of. Lancaſter ; and to 
King Charles the Second,and (fome time) to: King James the 
Second, of Their TMajefties moſt Honourable Privy (ouncil, 
laid the firſt Stone, and was a liberal: Benefaftor towards. res |. 
+ butlding thereof. . 

And being their Maſter, Annis 1685. at bis own charge 
..| built the Company, a new Barge, and purchaſed them the Ten- 
4] nant Right of a Barge- Houſe ; in grateful remembrance wheres 
of- 4 have- ID his Pifture, and* this Inſcription-to be bere 


UE np. 


—— 
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firs in: the Hall. 


If I were to give a Tithe to this allowing | 
"Table, Thumbly CONCEIVE it might be 
-(not improperly”) calle 


* The Inſurance Office 


That the Heir may not ſooner prodigally 
waſte, than his Anccftor CORY got 
the Eftare. FM ON 


ATHOKAATEES, Ih tr” : 
* "AV&T&xVowiNou Ex 7 ndmwr «v7 2 "et 5 go. av anoheva 
pl" corn 


| Lithongh Good Works (or well- Inchenline our "Tas || 
; lent, lent for Improvement) :be not Meritontows'; yet 
(in the Diale# of the paſte they are efteemed the Ft 
Evidence of Faith, and Obedience, and remain «« ſurviving. 
"Teſtimony of a Faithful Steward, when filent in his Grave. 
And it is obſervable, that im all Ages, Honour and Efate 
Have been -moſt tifting in their Families, Who Have moſt a» 
$oanded in Works of this Nature, . 

_ So-4hat if it were modeſt [to aſſign: the Cauſe uhy fo many 
[great Eftatesbave-been pl wafted by a'Proftigal Heir,” than 
1 gotten by bis Frugal Parent ; we may (with pombe fubmiſſun) | 
| conclude 'it 1s from 1 defett i in this great and neceſſary Duty, 

fo generally Crowd "with a Bleſſing on \'Pofterity. " 


* Rev. 14.:13- They reſt:fromtheir Lahours, and rboir Works: plete ] G : 


! 
[ 
OWYEL 


i ſauinctbe:Nalb © 


I OHN CUTL bt. 0 
S' or * Member of Frog: on AKAL Eg) 


n 


are earch 'Annis 46559  antl+ di immediately 
Ne dhe dreadful Fire, Anno. 1 neſs 4 bis _ ror: 


Ln 


non wa vreat Biptoar, ai mnetrea er 4; 

| agitt was 4ſt wud" Feb SUPRA Ad "L685, 

And aljo i in kindneſs to". the Company) Annis.- 1:65. . wes 
art, ard Forum: Tenens. 


their \greateft Pxlgiice, (when dthers, V bole nt tr $0 "dee 


Hager Ward," We AD So EAT 


Payment of their yearly Charities. | 


 Hnd the Members now reſtored to aft in their feveral Ca» 
Pacities, - (according to their Seniority ahd Merit,) in order 
une the Company s Deliverance. 


erMiah, nigh forty Jour __ wad: wo # 


tharge _ erett, but of its a es) the air Pe of FA 


to. the, Right able,. 
4 then Plaſtet-Warden: in thi pr pr Rick Herr in If 


claned- them;) at td be choſen the Po ene "thelp # 


| >" Jade = bavpy a, PB 'the Copy s . Revanne hath A 
bern ſettled, (as a mot righteous Santtion ) to Fr - 


RIA or 


" - + Oar wp 


7 be-\feverub. Fables. 


GIR JOHN, MOORE,  Xnighe nd] 
) . Alderman;\ .and-\late Lord. \Adayer 4 
Member of this Company, 'at hn '0lmn"charge,\ 
repaired and beautifyed the Bady of this Hal, 
Annis.. 165. whoſe leading Example therein, | 
ave ſuch encouragement to other W orth Yy A ems 
- liberally to contribute towards enlarging 
and conpleating it with" alitional Building, ſo 
as to make it the moſt Commodious Seat .for\. 
the Chief Magyftrate in this Gty; 'in grate-/ 
| ful acknowledgement of whoſe kindneſs',. the: 
| Company afterwards cauſed his Pifture, and 
thu Inſcription Cas & Memorial thereof ) to. 
> na JE ak: + - © I tea 


ſe ap in the. Hall... 


_ [IF 2.4 


| che Body of the Hall, Kitchen, and Sir Tohn Cutler's Build-| 
| be Lord Mayor ſo great and unavoidable Charge elſewhere, ſo 


; charze' of their. yearly (arities, and other incident Fang 7 
| Repairs and Duties, &Cc. 


"This HALL 


K ing ſituate i in the centre of the (iy, 3. 14s de ſigned and 
my for the Seat of the Chief Magiſtrate, at the ex- 


ce f 48001. in new Bullding and [Mac added to 


ing, on this Confidence, that as it is every. way the moſt (om- 
modious Place for that Pablick Uſe,” and would yearly ſave| 


it ſhould be, conſt = accordingl ly, and in ſome: proportion aug 
ment the yearly Revenue of the Company,/ for ſupport and diſ- 


Annis i679, and i680: 


- <a ab _— — LES. ad 


Sir James Edwards, Alderman, 7 
and late Lord Wayor, Mafter- | . 
John Beale, -© e Wardens, 
Thomas Bourne, - We 
William Buckeridge J. 


Annis | 1680, al. 16815 


a Henry Tulle, Alderman; hidY” * | | 
afterwards Lord 7A 905 Maſter-| pr 
Ralph PI Wardens: | 
nifiat Winch,” 1 p_ : 


. _ , 1 
"Bag « Bee, egg | 


Da 


"9 2. 


[ 


& 


: 


'' 


| 


| [rap of the Jearl ). Coins, aired 2 wa Mend 4nd. 


Ia 


h 


| Robert, CR o god: f 


T he: Jeveral T abler,) i I c. 


 Juſtpe- Jog. C Chriry; Re ik 


'& a. yr Righregur and Polntary Settlement of the 
Revenue” of the Company of Grocets," by Hawftion ; 


Fee, and Covezance, (in TruStees,) for ever. to fecure [0 


</woakel ae £8 5 


\ekds Dacatoi 1626," pen MP wa! 
The Hs Hoqnourable'Sir Thomas Chicheley,Þ y 


yanſoda Curleb/'Knightland Baronet,” R - 
and. Sir” Job, Mook; : ngbe, Baſters (1 | 
Wiltiam!? Hagt, Yi 097 Wardens, | 
Thomas Horton, SE TIENES | 
Edward Sheerwgod, F - 


Aniice Doriai 67 16. 
Ral ph Box, E/q; QAMaſter- | 
| John 


Stephen Coleman; a Va G le 
Jonagab. Bakaam, WF i fy 
Edward Underhill, Eſa; ding, Ha A 
John Bankscel f _ ; 


COTTON | 
Th | 
Ak Glry FOR vo. 


OR ————— ——CC————— 
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 Exbortation to Charity ”, &c. 


There « are e ſeveral other Charities C whetewith the 
Ig rowing Revenue of the Grocers will be charge- 

- able), appointed by pious and well di ;ſpoſed Per- 

'.. ſons, who in like manner left ſeveral Summs. of 
 Aoney, which were laid ont in- improving the 
Company's Lands by Building, and conſumed by 
the Jame unhappy Fate; particularly, 


luppore and: ns Meiners, and: cheir 


dren in like-diſtreſs;-/ 
'- \Forangmentation fin maintenance "for x Godly Mites, 
where Livings are ſmall. | 
For encouragement and advancement of. Maid-Ser- 

wants in Marriage, who. have fairhfully ſerved Members 
for a. cettain-number of years. * 
 Andffordefraying check charge of ſober: Anniveiſiry Feſt 

vals,ir moderate Fnterrainment ofthe Members, co:main- 
ain and: encreaſe tnutual Friendſhip, and: Chriftiati, Con- 
'verfationcin che-Frarerniry; as well in'Faſe; as for Encorr- 
ragement of the Members whoffiould ſacceffively hap- 
en to. be Stewards, whoſe Burchen is in the meantime. 
wade lighe by! che preſit Otdinances,” (Whereby" all. 
other chanel Members ial tmade very. calle;) tathe 
end the Stewards and: ' Membery, "who: ##6-r6<ontibire | 
reyrards thecharge; may be amr ry thenſelves as" cheir 
rand ar thoſe Feſtivals. *** 0s: 
Ir All 


- Exhortation to Charity, © 


All = oY are faithfully recorded, to take place, and be 
diſcharged our of the yearly Revenue of the Company, 
(which will be very great,) upon expiring Leaſes, (all 
decreed and ſettled, ſo as to be improved to the-utmoſt, ) 
to anſwer thoſe grear Truſts ſo repoſed in the Members at 
the Helm, as being firſt ſo well defigned by the Donors, 
and now again made Sacred for ſuch uſes. 

And let Anathema be pronounced by every Faichful 
Member, againſt every one (and who'can be now igno» 
" rant, that i is concerned as'a Truſtee) that ſhall (khow- 
ingly) attempt or endeavour to alien, take away to them- 
ſelves, or again. miſapply the ſame. ee 

And may the great Pilot of Hearts. quicken and in- 
cline many others, (co whom. God hath lent large Tas 
lents,) from the Example of thoſe worthy Benefactors, 
whoſe Names are now here revived with a ſveer [meNing 
ſayour,” when their Bodies haveſ@ long peaceably ſlept in 
the duſt, to build on their Foundation, 1n chearfully con- 
criburing towards the fupport and relief of ſuch numerous 
Objects of each kind, as the preſent Age affords, (in 
whom the voice of God calls Xa for it,) till. ſuch help 
ſhall ariſe from the Holy. Seed here ſown, for a better 
ſupply in a future Harveſt from thence. 

There would need: no' motive to this Sacred Duty; 
would 'Men.conſider,thar»they are no. Proprietors, but 
Stewards (in, 'Truſt): of all they have.z. for which, as well 
as for what. they leave of it to-Poſterity,. (without fuch 
allowance: as.is here ſpoken of p ep ſhall yank lured: 
ly render a ſtrict Account. [-vif}od 4107s 38 2f9u0 
#3A S, " And 


nt Anathema apamft S acrilege. 


- And therefore: the beſt and fareſt way, 'to entail # 
Blefling on their. Children and Poſtericy, in- whae they: 
leave them when they die, on like Truſt, ro improve- 
for che good of athers,:(for the property cat-never be al-- 
rered,) is, by thus raking care, and: liberally: providing 
for the miſerable and: helpieſs Members of cheie Maſters 
great Family. 

And certainly, had many Men (eſpecially fuck-as made 
profeſſion of Religion): in their life-time, foreſter how! 
ſoon a: Vicibus Conſumption hath been: made, by their: 
Children or Succeſſors, of all. chey-lefc them, for want of: 
a better inſurance -of 3t,,; by:thus diſpoſing ſome: conſifdes 
rable part:of .cheir. i Lord's Eſtace, according to his own 
Will, chey would: (ifir were to doe again) molF willing-- 
ly. have diſpaſed of more to ſuch uſes as theſe. : 
And. therefore, L:hope ſuch as are: convinced. of this! 
| Truth, and-havebeen- Eye-Witneſles of. ſuch-ſad: effects iy 
others , will. begin. jn their -life-time, - and prevent the? 
fraud or negligence - (beſides other comingencies). at- 
rending;their Executors, it diſpoſicion of their Charities, 
when they are dead; for when their own Eyesare Over= 
ſcers of ſuch God-like diſpoſition, . they . may. ſaveerly? 
taſte that Peace and Comforr in their. 6wn Boſoms, _ | 
they. live, -which- the; World: cannoc give; :and*pe 
ſevering in their Chriſtian Duty , . they ſhall. uerchap 
afluredly (though not meritoriouſly) treaſure up tothem«- 
ſelves Eternal Happineſs hereafter, Where neither Moth can: 
Eat, nor Ruſt Corrupt, nor Thieves break through and. Steal, 
and where they ſhall be for ever above all neceſlity of 

'aid 


- Eixbortdtton to Charity, &Cc. 


aid from the fading Enjoyments 'of this World,' when 
they ſhall be there entertained 'with a Well done 'Good 
and Faithful Servant, enter thou into the joy of thy- Lord and 
Maſter : For moſt afluredly as ithe ſucconr' and- relief 
ofthe Hungry: and Naked, the Aged and Impotent, 40 
daily aſcend in filent- Prayers to the Ears of the Or» 
niſcient Father of Mercies, and bring down (at leaft} 
Temporal Bleſings io; this: Life, on their Children and 
Poſterity, who-thus, as Faithful Stewards,- become their 
Patrons and' BenefaQtors ; as we may read to this pur- 
poſe, that Jeb (for the ſmall Good he did) fwayed the 
Seeptre- to:the Fourth Generation: - So moſt afluredly, 
the Glene Sighs and Groans of the Widow and-Orphans, 
the Aged, the Captive, and the Imporent, under op- 
preſſion, and. in their Want and Miſery, do- cry as loud 
in. the Ears ofthe ſame righteous Judge, 'for Vengeance 
(ia all the, Cuxfes and Miſeries attending Mortality): on - 
the Heads, and Families, not only: of all ſuch as: either 
cover, defraud, take away from, or hinder thoſe poor 
o__ their Right, their Forcion'or Relief, bur alſo 
offuch-as come{hort in their Dury herein, zccording'to 
cher Pawer, Inteteſt,, and the opportuniey they have, to 
ſhew.it rowards them; as they themſelves are appointed 
of God,but Seevrards in. Trult;for thoſe poor Members of 
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A ſhort Account of the Original of the G R ©O- 
CERS, and their firſt Incorporation: Aud 
their Condition, in their preſent Circumſtances, truly 
Repreſented. | 


_ ® Grocers (inquit Minſhew) ab initio, * IHE word Grocers was Etywotegy of the 
aut ex a noſtris omg _ - | 2 term ar firſt diſtin. ##4 6rocer. 
nutim ſed omnia at grono , by iſhinz Merch 
tr, Magnis [c. ponderibus diven- - SUES wars 
b prey ol = libro Starutorum Of this Society, in oppoſition to 
noſtrorum figmeficat Mercazores, 2s Inferiour Retailers; for thar 
aliquod mercium genus torum cor> they uſually ſold in groſs Quan- 
wune. Skin. Etymologicon Linguz titieg by great Weights. Ard 
Anglicanz. in ſome of our old Books, the 
Word ſignifies Merchants, that in their Merctiandizing dealt for 
the Whole ofany Kind : But in after times the word Grocery be- ich oe became 
came ſo extenſive, that it can; now hardly be reſtrained to the Exec. 
certain kinds of Merchandizes they have formerly dealt in : For | 
they have beenthe moſt Univerſal Merchants that traded abroad, 
and what they brought home, -many: Artiſts of this Society fourid 
out ways afterwards to change and alter the: Species by Mixture, 
ConfeCtions, and Compoſitions of ſimple Ingredients 5 by which 
means many and various ways of — and Trading paſledunder 
the Denomination of Groceries : And indeed this City and Nation 
do.in a great meaſure owe the Improvement:of Navigation to 32.7 i f# 
-Merchants, originally exercifing this Myſtery, as Trading in- vro«d, and { prox 
20! all Foreign Parts, from whence we have received either {4:7 ie 
Spices, Druggs; Fruits, Gums, or other rich Aromatick Con- arched from 
modities. * It is well known, this Company: hatlybred-the moſt *=* 
Eminent Merchants in this City, and this Society hathbeen fo 
prolifick, that many other Societies have been branched out from 
"hence, as will be owned by the moſt worthy of them. The Mer- 
chants Trading to the Levart Seas, and other Societies, have ori- ys 6g _— 
. ginally been the Off-fpring of this Sociery, as appears by ancient 
: Records of |ndentares of Apprentices,toMembers of this Compa- 
ny.And it is not inconfiſtent,and may eaſily be drawn within com» 
paſs of Belief, That there was atnong ſt the Roman: a Society agree- 
able to this of the' Grocers, who were alfo Merchants trading into 
thoſe Seas, as may be Collected from Perſivcs, a Poct who wrote ;,., ,........ 
in Rome inthe time'of Auguſtes, defcribing the various C—— 
| | E or 
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of Men in their Courſe of Life. He inſtances them in theſe 
Words, (viz.) | R 


Mercibus hic Italis mutat ſul ſole recent? | 
Rugoſum piper, & pallentis.Grana Cymini. Sat. 5, 


With Merchandizing this with Care doth run 
Unto the Eaſt, under the riſing Sun, 

Zo fetch rough Pepper, and pale Cummin Seeds 
For Roman Wares, &Cc. 


Bir# called Pape. © VWV-here Pepper, being the moſt Royal Preſervative Spice, is 
cr: by way if Emi- Only mentioned by. way: of: Eminency far all the reft: And ſo. we 
nexcy firll Spices, may well conclude, that this was the Reaſon why the Society of 
Aerchants trading The Grocers (whoſe Original firſt here exerciſed, may modeſtly 
9-60 be ſuppoſed to ſpring;/from: the Romans) were, long before they 
were-incorporated, diſtinguiſhed:by the name of Pepperers, al- 

though they traded before inall other the former _Merchandizes, 
as well as that.** It-ismpoſitble:to-give any.other Account of the 

Original of this Society here in this City, fo long at firſt excer- 

ciſed: under the: Denomination of -Pepperers; for that the City of 

London ix ſelf, at hirft under the: :Brieains; and ſucceſſively-after 

under the Romans and! Sexons,: and.ratilaftt was over-run by the 

;Danes; no Hiſtory now remains to: give arcertain-Account of the 

firſt Methqds ob:-Gaverpment therein,:: farther than what may: be 
colle&ed-from ſome; late Writers of our. own now extant.,, who 

have tranſmitted to us, what: they could then-diſcoyer by their 

Enquiry and Search ifito Antiquity z. whereby we may plainly un- 

_ derſtand that-the-firſt-Model of Givil.Government, ſettled in this 

City, .was:from the /Exemplar of -Reme.-it ſelf ;3- as Mr, Srow in- 
ftances|in'the/very; words of an ancient; Writer;'" who wrote in the 

| Reignof King Stephen, (viz ) This Ciy (faith he): ever as Rome, 

oy 1nd ns ſt 15:4rvided into Wards, ut hath+ yearly Sheriffs inſtead of Conſwls, it 
Mede! of Civii hath the Dignity of Senators, it bath Unaer-Officers, and according to 
Grvernment. the. Qualittes' of Laws, it hath ſevergl Courts -and. general Aſſemblizs 
1pon appointed: days, : Some: time after the - City; /obtained! their 

Firſt Lord Mayor Chief Magiſtrate to be;under the Denomination of Mayor,. which 
, Logon. was about the firſt-year of King K:chard the Firſt; the firſt: Man 
we:find advanced to that -D:gnity was : Henry: Fitz- Alwin, who 

- continued therein 24 years ſucceſſively.:- And:ſaon after (to wit) 
Ter fot Member jm the 17th: year of King Henry the Third, 'it;appears Andrew 
Boekerell, RBeckerell,a Pepperer, was:choten Mayor 3 and ſo eminent; were the 
> a Fepperers 


the Company-of Grocers. -N 
- Pepperers in this Infancy of the Mayoralty, that before the 36b, fe 
year of that King's Reign, a Pepperer had the Chair nine ſeveral 77775 mmm 
years, and very frequently afterwards we find the Pepperery Meyr:. 
advanced to that- Dignity: - And it appears by ancient Books 
_ (now:extant) "That inthe time of King Henry the Fourth,: there 
were at onetimeno'leſs then 12 of their Members Aldermen, of Twve 41drme 
whichNumber were twoBrothers, William Chicheley, afterwards 4 9c Members. - 
Sheriff, Sir Robert Chicheley, afterwards alſo Sheriff, and twice ;;, pe. 
Lord Mayor, who alſo was Founder of the Pariſh Church -of Ghicheley rwice 
St. Stephen Walbrook, upon a Plot of ground by him for that Sacred bags nu 
Uſe purchaſed of the Grocers, the Donation of which Church is gt Brook Ciurch. 
this day in the Company of Grecers.. Which Society of the Peppe- ere ag a 
rers increaſing,and ſpreading ſo Univerſal in Merchandjzing, that 
itappears afterwards they were diſtinguiſhed by theName of Gro- 
cers, (as being a more comprehenſive Name than Pepperers 3) iN- 1gerwards calicd 
ſomuch that before they were incorporated by the Name of Grocers Grocers. 
(to wit) in the Third year of King Edward the Fhird, Anz0 1329. 
Fohn Grantham was choſen and held' Mayor by the Title of Grocer, 
And the firſt Charter I find of the Corporation of the Grocers, was 
granted by King Edward the Third, in the twentieth year of his 
Reign, Anno Dom. 1345+ which appears to be long before, the 
Mercers were incorporated, though they are now the only Com- +; c5.,1+:7 +1; 
. Pany have Precedency of the Grocers; yet for theReaſonsabove- Grocers, and 6e- 
mentioned, it may be very well : preſumed, that as the Grocers /** ** Mercers. 
were long- before them the moit Eminent Society, ſo in after- | 
times renewing their Charter-by -a more Comprehenſive Term, _;4.,v.2; rutz. 
they might Poſt-pone.themſelves. poned to them, 


But though they thus March asa forlorn Regiment in the Front, 
(might the Hopes and Endeavours of many good Members pre- 
vail to have the Spirir-of our Anceſtors revived in the preſent or - nk 
Generation,) this could no :way eclipſe the Grocers, who have Digury. 
all the Noble. Army of the reſt of the Corporations following 
thern, than the Morning Star-uſhering in Day before it, can eclipſe 


the Glory of the Riſing Sun. | 


Afterwards the .Charter of this Company was ſeveral times 
renewed:; as alſo-it 'was in the Seventh year of King: Henry the - | 
Sixth, and they' then made a: Body Polirick, by the Name of Grocers 7ncrpo- 
Cuſtodes & Communitas Myſteris Groceriz Londini... And in the ** 
beginning of that King's Reign, ithey purchaſed the ground p,..yu7 #6 
where the Grocers Hall pow itands,. with the ground belonging Hull of the Lord. 
to it, of Walter: Lord; Fitz-water, a Noble Peer of this Realm, 1. 1s atone 
ET IE 1 bounding #4. 


Pg ” 


Be. - 


4 off frart front of ( | 


bounding the ſame between the Od- Jewry and Walbrook, And fo. 


conſiderable in the City were the Grocers long before that ti 
that they may be well preſumed (time out. of Mind): to have ha 
the management of the Kipg's-Beam, as an- Qffice - peculiar to- 
them z not only as principally uſing the ſame, bhut.as being ori- 


The Office f ts pinally veſted therein; they having had all along (beyond the- 


Kags es Memory of Man) the naming of the Weigh-Maſter, and the 
naming, placing, removing, and governing of the four Porters, 
attending that Office, all to be elefted our of their own Com- 
pany, and to be Sworn at their own Hall; a Privilege allowed. 
them, as their undoubtedand infeparate Right, as ancient as that 
Office it ſelf nſed in the City. | 
- Alſo amongſt other Privileges and ancient Uſages of this Com- 

Tie ancient Pri- pany, | find recorded, even as high as Edwardthe Faurth's days, 


wileges of InſpeFion 


<rdcrredionsf Ethis Company had Power of Inſpection and Correction of Abuſes. 


5147 ins and irregularities of all Perſons (though free af this or any other 
Company) in the City or Suburbs, apy way uling or exerciſing: 
any kind of Grocery; and alſo to allay the Weights they bought 
or ſold by ; and totake notice of all their Defaults, and return- 
them to be Fined at the Diſcretion of this Fellowſhip, and to. 
take 4 d. of every Perſon for their Labour therein, as-well of 
fach zs were offending,” as ſach as were not ; which Uſage was. 
always continued : Andiin the Charter renewed to this Company 


in the fifteenth year of the late King Charles the Firſt , this. Pri- 


Cmbomed:and £x. VHege is Gonfirmed, and expreiled to extend three Miles-from. 
weſed.to eend 3 the City, as well within Liberties as. without, and:hath oply been. 


ire 1. omitted for ſome years paſt, when the Company began to befirſt. - 


- interrupted in their Aﬀairs. 
The ſame King Henry the Sixth, by Charter under the Great 


Seal, granted tothis Company the Office of Garbling in all places: 


Gablig-ofiw, Fhroughout the Kingdom of England, (the City of London only 
| excepted;)-which Privilege (though difcontinued during: the late 
unnatural War, and almoſt forgotten); is now ratified by, their 
late Charter and Confirmation, and. may be of conſiderable Ad-. 

vantage to this Company. | h 
In the time of the Reign of King Hemrythe Seventh,the Compa- 
$iv Henry Keble, DY Was greatly indebted, and Sir Henry Keble,aWarthy Member, 
Sr William Lax- (ſometime Lord Mayor of this City,) lent them Money on their 
90, #57 9- Hall,and their Revenue,(nigh the full value, )to clear their Debts, 


fatter: bothbw- and afterwards, inthe beginning of the Reign of Kivg Hexry the- 


ed naVads, in E:ohth,by his laſt Will and Teſtament, freely gave back all tothe 


Keble, at his own 


See Srow"#Swrvey. COMPAanys aging his. whole Debt and Intereſt: This Sir Henry. 


built 4dermary Church, Aftesxwards, 
abaur 


® 
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bout the eighteenth year of the ſame King Henry the Eighth, 


Sir William Laxtonalſo;a Worthy Member, (and ſometime Lord 
Mayor,) by Deed executed in his Life time, gave the Company, 
all their Landsand Houſes in Canning: Streer, and the Lanes there- 
unto acjoining. 

I ſhall here add but one more, (who may well deſerve to be re- : 
corded among their chief BenefaCtors,)Mr. Fohn Bil/don,a worthy 
Member, by his Will,dated about the fourteenth of King Henry 1900 hon, « 
the Eighth, gave this Company all his Meſſuages in the ſeveral Y #»/e »» Corn- 
Pariſhes of St. MichaePs, and St. Peter's in Cornhill, which being wg 
conſumed (with the reſt of their Revenue in London) by the 
late dreadful Fire, many very fair Houſes have been fince built 
on the ſame ground, by the Companies Leaſſees, on long Leaſes, 
under ſmall Rents, but of great improvement when expired, 

Upon partof which ground ſtood the late Weign houſe, where 
the Office'of the King's Beam was kept, until the time of the #is/-#/7. 
ſameFire. | 

And in order to prevent any difference, which might other- 
wiſe hereafter happen, between the City and Company, touching, 
the intereſt ofthe City in Weigh-houſe-yard , I humbly conceive 


it tobe my dutyHerein to inſert (in the beſt manner | can). the: 


Truth of the Caſe, eſpecially ſince upon ſearch I could find 
no certain: footſteps of it in their own. Books: at Guild: Hall,. 
which occaſioned ſome: difficulty in ſettling the draught of the 
Leaſe (hereafter mentioned) from the Company to the City : 
The City claiming Intereſt.in the ſoil of the Weigh-houſe-yard,, 
upon ſome ſurmiſe that they had more ground there (than whar. 
they claimed under the Company's. Title): belonging to them, =» 
until I had made the contrary appear, (both by Evidence, and. 
Certificate of the ancient Inhabitants there ; ) as-alfo, thar.as well. 
all the ground fo demiſed by the Company to the City, as that. 
whereon the Houſes on al] parts of the Weigh houſe-yard are 
built, (being bounded on the North with the ground of the 
Merchant-Taylers,. and fronting the High Street of Corzbll,) is. 
part of that ground ſo deviſed by Mr. John Bilſdon to the Com- 
pany of Grocers, 
So as all the Intereſt the City hath there, appears to be: 
thus, viz. The Grocers having (as above is mentioned): the 
management. of the Office of the King's Beam, did former- 
ly- accommodate the City with a Weigh honſe there, conve- hes the Oy bony: 
nient for executing the ſame Office, under ſome reſerved Rent, yr te OY 
for that the whole ducy arifing thereby (the Weigh-Maſter H#»ſTad. 
and Porters Wages dedutted) belonged: to. the City, until 
| the. 
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the year 1625. ſome difference happening between the then Lord 
Mayor and the Company, touching the Nomination of one to 
ſacceed the Weigh-Maſter, then lately Dead ; a Committee of 
Aldermen was appointed for the City, and a Committee of Gro- 
cers for the Company , who determined the fame; and the 
Company, purſuant to that Agreement, were to grant the City 
a Leale of their Weigh- houſe, being one great lower room, for 
99 years, under the Rent of :© /. per annum, which the City ac- 
cordingly had and enjoyed, and the Company to enjoy their 
Privileges, ſo to nominate the -Weigh- Maſter and Por- 
ters. 

The Company afterwards granting a Leaſe to one Lyonel! 
Newman, of a ſmall Ware-houſe ar one end of the ſame Weigh- 
houſe, andof all the Rooms as well over the Weigh-houſe, as 
over tie {ame Ware-hoale, fora long term, at 40 5s. per arnum, 
tie City afterwards purchaſed the ſaid Lyonell Newmai!'s [nterelt; 
and the whole being fo conſumed by the Fire, upon application 

The Tudges decree Of the City to the Judgesat Clifford $-Inn, and on hearing the City 
+ er ie ©) and Company, they Decreed, the Company (for encouragement 
oi the City to build) ſhould grant the Ciry a Leaſe of the whole, 
with additional years, under the encire Rent of 12 /. per annum, 
which is drawn and prepared accordingly , being. one Meſluage 
erected by the City, on the gronnd whereon the Weigh-houſe 
and Ware-houſe ſtood, and now i the occupation of Mr. Williams 
the Leatlee of the City. 
Tre ether par of The other branches of the Company's Revenue, together 
mem we With the ſeveral Charities and Uſes wherewith as well Sir Henry 
ral Cavities a Keble, Sir William Laxton, and Mr. Bilſdor's, aSalſoevery other 
ke 1" pigs branch thereot are charged, as alſo the ſeveral Schools, ard Ec- 
branchor: charged: Cleſtaftical Promotions, in the Company's diſpoſition, and under 
a fy foray their Government and Inſpection, I have digelted into an orderly 
Promtiss :z ir Method (as moſt proper there to be ſeen) in Books for that pur- 
67: #2%1.4, Poſe provided at the Hall. 

Thus this Company long flouriſhed both before and after that 
time, with many Eminent and Worthy Members, who became 
very liberal BenefaCtors, and had ſo great a ſhare all along in the 

R424 always an Senators of this famous City, that they never wanted an Alder- 
-demon ther Man of their Members yearly to ſucceed Maſter-Warden of this 
Tzrufted with ma- Company 5 and ſo faithfully did they acquit” themſelves of thoſe 
es fe. Charities they were intruſted withal, that it gave them the 
fall 4;c.crged, greatelt Reputation of any Company in London + Infomuch that 
Faro $1 Re - Many well-diſpoſed Perſons, did covet to make this Corporation 
venue, as it were the Corbar of their Charities, which in proceſs of 


time 


the Company of Grocers. » 


time became their Snare, as in this Diſcourſe will immediately 
appear ; wherein I ſhall endeavour, by giving a true account of 
the Nature of thoſe Charities, to remove the reproach that hath 
been caſt on this Company, as if they had miſ-imployed them ; 
and make it plainly appear, that the Company of Grocers have, in 
the Judgment ofevery impartial Man, (who ſhall well weigh their 
Circumſtances from. the firſt to the laſt,) acquitted themſelves in 
all the Truſt and Affairs of this Company, as becomes Worthy 
Citizens, and beyond what the worſt of their DetraCtors might 
have juſtly expeCted from them ; eſpecially conlidering how ſmall. 
a parrt of their yearly Revenue remained ro the Company, when 
the Yearly Payments iſſuing thereout, puriuant to the Diſpoſition 
of the Donors, arededucted, 


| OST part of all the Land and Houſes,given to the 7.9 gs 
Grocers Company, were by the Donors charged js ve 
with yearly Charities, iſſuing thereout to certain Uſes, <--ree than beef 
by them limited and appointed, well nigh amounting to 

as much as the Rent reſerved upon long Leaſes in being, 

and Let before they contracted any of their Debts, as 1s 

hereafter mentioned ; all or moſt part of which lay in 

the City of Zoxdor, and the fame Leaſes many of them 

were nigh expiring about the time ot the late dreadful 


Fire. 

- Thoſe other Charities, which were Summs of Money, 7 regard many of 
given'by ſeveral Benefactors unto this Company, (there 1,99 59 
toremain asa Fund,) who charged this Company on that 2 7 «ry Ga- 
account with yearly payments to certain Pariſhes, Places, 8QR_ 
and Uſes,: well nigh as muci as the full Intereſt thereof 
amounted to, or very ſmall advantage to the Company, 
over and above the fame, ſo that the Company were ne 
ceſſitated to diſpoſe oithoſe Summs of Money at Intereſt; | 
on the beſt Securities they could get, to enable them to wich ieng pur 
make good thoſe yearly Charities ; many of which Secu- 5, wardecd! 
rities might in all probability become very backwards in | 
payment, and ſometimes quite Deſperate; ſo that the 
Company having daily Money pretled upon them, were 
inforced to-accept the ſame at Intereſt, and thereout con- 


tinued conſtant payment of thoſe yearly. Summs; and alz 
: {0. 


A ſhort Account of + 
ſo to accommodate Young Men of their Members with 
Money, on Security, to ſet up, purſuant to the Wills of 
ſeveral Donors of thatkind, (whereof they had not a few 
BenefaQors,) ſo that in time, by occaſion of many Loſes 
And fo; ac and Caſualties of this Nature, it cannot be imagined bur 
rare 1% the Company mult fuſtain much damage, notwithſtanding 
all their Care and Endeavours, though they were not in 
the leaſt ſenſible thereof, till they had long after, under 
greater preſſure, tryed their Securities, their Credit being 
very High, and1n great Reputation. 


But their Great Debts they Contrafied as followeth, viz. 


Tir great Debts] © Bout the Year 1640. his late Majeſty, King Charles, the 


w 97s ont ug Royal Martyr; having Occaſion for Money in his Exi- 
rheir Common Seal, gencies, and making his Condition and Deſires known 


viz. Anno 1640. to this Company, as well as others, they did take up Money upon 

K.Char. 7. 4500 1, their Common Seal, and to ſupply him did, on Security of ſome 
of his Peers, accommodate his ſzid Majeſty with 4500 /, which 
(@heunhappy War Succeeding) is yet unpaid, 


Afterwards, about the year 1642. this Company in Compli- 
bk, rag ance with other Corporations, and indeed with the whole Ciry, 
freed Sujefs m WETE 2gAin required to raiſe 9000 1. for the Defence of the King- 
Lieland,--9900 I. dom of Ireland, and Relief of his ſaid then Majeſty's diſtreſſed 

Subjects there, which they likewiſe took up upon Security of 
their Commnn Seal, and which was never repaid. 


And afterwards, inthe year 1643, in Compliance with other 


Anno 1643. Come 


reled to lend the COMPANIES, They were compelled to lend the City of London, 


uy of London, 4,$OO {. which they in like manner advanced, and had the 


Common Seal of the City for Security thereof ; ſome ſmall 
part whereof they afterwards received, the reſidue is yet 


' Theſe great Loans were the only Means that brought this Com- 
pany at laſt. into ſuch Extremity 3 yet did they appear to be ſo 
juſt. 


the Company of Groters, 9 
juſt in their Intentions amongſt themſelves, that having ſo.taken 

| up tiele great Summs of Money upontheir Common Seal,of ſeye- T9 mee  b- 
Tal Perſons at Intereit, they made a By-Law, it their Court of Mims 6:47 6 
Aſliſtants,: to levy the ſame by Aſſeſſment. upon themſelves, Par py bdgpay 
and their Members, in caſe their Stock and Eſtate fell ſhort ; 
£0 pay It. 

Ang afterwards from year to year, as their Creditors call'd _, 44 wn. 
for their Frigcipel, (conſtantly paying the Intereſt as it became nd : brere, 
due,) they took up other Moneys (which was daily offered tothe FEE 
Company) and paid chem off. | | 

About the year 1661, The Company having ſuſtained many 
loſſes, and their Debts (narurally) every year increaſing, (they , ,_ 
receiving no Intereſt of any, to whom they themſelyes had ſo , forte 
lent, and deſpairing of the Prjncipal, and upon Audit of the 52 » bref, 
Wardens Accounts, finding ſuch prodigious Summs every year 
fwallowed up in diſcharge of Intereſt,) ſeveral of the Members _,,,,, - 
taking the Company's condition into conſideration, moved the cuery year footing, 
Court of Aſfiſtants, and a Committee was appointed to inſpect 2-4 < aw: i= 
theſame; and toconſider of ſome way how to obviate the farther td « commine rs 
encreale of the Company's Debts,by diſcharging them gradually; 77 meenre 
but (other Matters intervening) no progreſs was made therein, 
till afterwards, about the Month of Avguft, 1663. upon the like Again the the 
occaſion they were reminded thereof, and the Committee re- 563. 
vived, and the farther conſideration reſumed z but having ſpent 
ſome time in conſidering which way to advance Money : The 
fair Proſpect they had of advancing Money within a few years, 
by renewing Leaſes of their Eſtates ia Zondor, to diſcharge the ,,., AE, 
greateſt part of their Debts; and baving Monics daily preſſed Fn: m nofong 
on them to, ſupply aheje occaſions on veorey of their Common ng _ 
Seal, they werengt ng propoſe the tenewing 6f their Leaſes, ther cofuerionr 


' . many of them judgingit for the Company's Advantage toefer i Src i 


that for ſome time. longer, and to endeavour to get in their own - hn 


Debts : In which circumſtances they continued, till ſoon after, 
poke” brag Fromm renewed ary Leaſes, ir pleaſed Gbd'the late 
dreadful Fire happened, #479 1666. whereby not only: their 
Hall, ſhop aber whole-Revenue in Zondon (ſo litghly improvable 
upon expiring eaſes) was conſumed; and- the ſeveral Mem- 


then at. the Helm) who! (moſt of them greatly ſuffered-in 

their own [private capacities) were ſeparated, and ſo taken up' 

with care of diſpoſing of themſelves and Families, that very few 

could' attend: the: Aﬀairs'of -the Company ;-atid 16' that dread- - 

ful mity rendred this Company (which ſuſtained ſo great 

daillage therein)uncapable to comply anylonger withdue _—_— 
| F = 


; A ſhort Account of + Ms 


© of their Debts and Charities z which plainly appears by the War- 
_ op ag '> dens Books to have been all along before that time punCtually paid 
ry pf comet and, diſcharged, as rhey grew due, and were from time totime 
Lebings, *  Call'd for and demanded. od ih oberg 
ws $41 40 Butas ſoon (after the Fire) 'as the Members could have free- 
ſumed their whele dom from their own diſtraCting Aﬀairs, they took the Com- 
depends #7 122" pany's deplorable condition into their conſideration, and found 
rheir Hoperdepend- they had no refuge now left, but to propoſe their Ground to 
om re-grees, Builders for long Leafes, and thereby advance what Monies they 
Leaſez, then well cQuld by way of Fines: And that they - leave nothing unar- 
#704.” tempted, their Stock and Eſtate (by theſe Providences) falling 
rhey applied them- ſhort, to pay thoſe great Debts ſo contratted, they applied 
ſiverorieF=4” themſelves (on their-ſaid By-Law) to-the Parliament then fir- 
&-Lev, <þf ting, ſtating their Caſe, how great Debts they owed, and how 
Chaving befare 66, they became fo indebted, on the before-mentioned Securities, 
paid 300091, - which were now never like to berepaid 3 and that although they 
ar rw 6 had received nolntereſt, yet they had before that time paid for 1n- 
tek, up z) bu: the tereſt of the Monies (they had fo taken up) nigh zocool. and 
ing it, (4s Aral therefore pray'd an ACt of Parliament to put their ſaid By-Lawin 
parnres) rhe, prre Execution, by Aſſeſſment on their Members ; but that was re- 
farced to. te theix Jeted as lmpracticable, that it ſhould bind any more than thoſe 
nl Leje ; who were Parties to the making of it, . who were then moſt of 
ſnatRexr: 4g them dead. Wherenpon (as the only 'means then left they 
pripundes forae endeavoured to raife Money 'by letting their” Ground; 'and 
what they cuald What: ſhould fall ſhort therein, they propounded to make up 
not &y Fines, «14 among themſelves by a Voluntary Subſcriprion of their Members. 


#0 that purpoſe, to 
- get Swbſcriptions of 
Aenbers. 


» And'to Encourage themvin{o- Good a Work, 

_ © Si JOAN CUTLER, a Worthy Member, ar 
Sir John Curt, co HIS OWL Proper -Charges, rected the Rately Far 
theres Ereed rhe DICK, OUt Of ItS Aſhes; w hich 15noW their Parlour, 


Stately Building in 
Garden. 


and Entertaining-Room, over.it,,.in.the; Garden, 
chat hey might the more comforcably"meer-to- 


conſule ind debate their ARails init, 48 i" Vhitic 


own-Council Chamber; ſhewing himſelf Zea- 
tous, beyond all Expreſſion, th raſe-anfreftore: 
this Company:out. of its Ruinesiand:Calamiry:s 


LL FISHNET YMetii i 3 


«| - 


To © 


mug 
4, __ 


the Company of Grocers. 11 
T6 whoſe Memory the Company (as ſoon as 


they had afterwards Re-built and Enlarged their (ou uns 
= built) they cauſe4 


Hall) in grateful acknowledgment, cauſed his i 5: 


Scatue, .in whice Marble, to be erected on the Parinr, 
Right-Hand, at the upper end of the Parlour : 

- And that the ſame may ſurvive the Caſual Acci- 

dents of Fire, and Canker of Envy, my Deſire 

is hereby to Record the Memory of ſo Worthy a 
Benefactor, that when Time, the Devourer of all Mumors 
things; ſhall have decayed his Statue, his Name ian 
may be hereby freſh and flouriſhing, amongſt the Monuments | 
Generations to come, who ſhall ſucceed happy 
Members of this Society. 


- And to carry on ſo good aBeginning, a general Summons was 
ordered of the'Members, and a Committee appointed to obtain ,,,....... -.. 
Subſcriptions, (wherein a good Progreſs was made,) and their devour: to r</ 
ground prapounded to Builders, for what Fines they could ger £29 5 
under the old-Rents, (which they could not muchleſſen, in regard 
oftheir Charities iſſuing thereout, wherewith their Donors charged 
them,) in order to advance Money ; which accordingly was done, 
and ſeveral Meetings had with their Creditors, to whom they 
propoſed to pay their Principal Money, part down, and: the a»4 projets pe; 
Rehiidue by two Payments, five and ten years, to be ſecured by. 757 Topoorome 
their Common Sealz- moſt ' of: their Creditors complying there- iy r=e poxmeare 
with, for-that it wastoberaiſed by. voluntary Gift of the Mem- 55 m0 100m 
bers, who many of them liberally contributed z and great Summs «re raed aud 
were raiſed-and paid, and: the Company in a hopeful way of *** 
wholly diſcharging themſelves; but the uokiedneſs of ſome, . 
and 'backwardneſs of other Members, who ſhould have followedeſo 8: ſome Memieri 
good Examples, gave ſuch Interruption. as:occaſioned: ſome of {raed ond 
' their Creditors, unadviſedly, to ſue the Company, and the very «4vi/) foe the 

Ruines' of their Hall to be ſequeſtred and ſeized ; although thoſe pron mn®.. 
. Creditors. were afterwards ſenſible they had not only put them- »»y Memers, 

' ſelves togreat Charges,(which they could never be re-imburſed,) 7 — from 
buthad thereby injured the reſt of the Creditors, in diſcouraging #&#r: dye: 
ſo good a deſign,. and obſtructing the gifts of ſo many Worthy 
| F 2 Members, 


* 


A ſhot Account of . 
Members, of whom ſeveral afterwards dyed, before their help 
could be again ſeaſonably ſought for, which wholly Eclipſed the 
Reputation of the Company, rendring them (for the preſent) 
uncapable of farther paying: Bnefoonafter it pleaſed God to ſtir 
up ſeveral Worthy Members, who (continuing their Endeavours 
to carry on ſo gaod a Work begun) procured Money to be raiſed 
7 they uſed a2 ON Security of their Revenue, to diſcharge thoſe Sequeſtrations,, 
means peſible re ard by letting their Lands in Jrelarad, ſinking the Rent to 10 7. per 
96 9-1 Annum ;. and -by Benevolences and Gifts of their Members, paid 
in Ircland, «nd Off a good part of their Debts ;; and to ſupply what ghey could 
an pos pg not otherways, for-the preſent advance they took up; Money 
@»d diſcharged UPON Security of the Equity of redemption of their whole Eſtate;. 
fach Credteerely whereby, it plainly appears, they uſed all Ways and Means to- 
own Scnevilence, « Preſerve their Hall, Ground-rent, as. a Seed for their Poſte- 
Sens ee! rity, they having already paid, of their own Beneyolence, and 
others, what they-have ſod borrowed on Security of the remaining part 
of their Eſtate, far-above the real value (to be ſold) of what they 
receive thereout, over and above. the yourly. Charities, 'where« 
with the ſame are charged by the Donours: However, the Work 
But their Hall (be- went on but ſlowly 3 the generality of the Members, that 
0. ſhould have now contributed their Afliſtance 'to diſcharge the 
der,winch wivly W hole, being unſatisfied, as looking on the Gifts of ſome par- 
dfceraged ”%;,.. ticular Perſons, would fignifie little towards ſo great a Work,un- 
prowices, they con- leſs ſome better Encouragement might be given; as being of 
tine after = re OpinIONn,' That ſo long as the Hall lay. thus Ruinous, it would 
Revenue, «»d bad Hg a Vain thing to attempt it. - And under theſe fad ci 
 Sepueſrain the Company continued till the year 1680. when'Sir Jolw Adore, 
Al which nt (a Worthy Member) taking into his conſideration its. dep 
mikſtantog 4 rable condition, every: year leſſening in Reputation, by reaſon of 
thr Members fr their Hallthus ih Ruines, which not only diſcouraged Men to take 
pan Nv wa their Freedoms, and'Apprentices to be bound -there, and Bene- 
Grcumſtancer) fa@tors from their Liberality, but alſo-rendred the Society almoſt 
| contemptible;) he was therefore very inclinable, at his own 
7il! Sir John Charge, to repair the @reat Hall, thereby to encourage other 
Moore, Anno: Members, by his Example, to contribute their Aſſiſtance, tore- 
Enna edifie and augment ity: ſo- as to make it the moſt Commodious 
brre followed, 16. Seat, for the Chief M ate, if this City, as the only means to 
the Helly oak preſerve'a ſucceſſion of Members in this Company, which. being 
nl means 1s 76- made known by Sir James Edwards (then Maſter)in a Court o 
proach, ads. Aſſiſtants, it'was referred tothe Wardens, together (with ſome 
pomrey Zee other Members) to conſider of, and propound a Model for fuch: 
nad Apren> additional Building, as might make the Hall Commodious, both 
ne es * for Ornament and: Uſe, to'anſwer ſo Noble, a Deſign HIND 7 
J p*Y 4 ape Fo | .cport 


gy - 


|. the Company of Gryeers: = 
J* of which Committee ,- ſaon: after.'Sir, Fans Frederick, A 
Ci Fenn Enna Err es Ed WR 
Members, agreed to contribute liberally. towards ſo good a 
Work, as beivg fully convinced, thay if the Hall ſhanld long con- 
+ tinneundertbeſe.circumſtances,/ pot only all thar had been dang. 
| onld be whol}y-fraiclefs,; but. ll that remained. (for which they. 4,0, 
were' Truſtees to the; Generatiqns to come) would: ſoon walte'ro projerve re 
into: nothing, which would: reproachfully render; the. preſent. Company, 
Members moſt uograteful to their Anceſtors, whoſe Names fill. 
blofiom in what remains of thoſe Pious Monuments of their Cha- 
rities, and obnoxiaus to-thoſe who ſhould ſucceed happy Mem- 
And therefore concluded this great Work to be the anly leading 
Means:left I Saciety 3 and that as Sir Fobn Cutler 
had fo long re for thoſe very.ends,at his own Charges begun, Me davring we- 
and Sir Fobr Moore had now. undertaken to repair beautifie 557.4 2! a &. 
» thegrearHall ; ſo they held themſelves highly obliged to pro- goed Examples ts 
mote and carry on ſo excellent a Work ; -and having cauſed Sago, 
the: Scite; and Fabrick- of the Hall to be ſurveyed, and: figding,. 2%. 
that. with ome ryore additional Building, (then already pro- 
pounded to-be erecfted,) ; it might be made a more commodious. 
and: convenient- Habitation for the Chief Magiſtrate, than any. 
other ever was before, within the City of Loxdon; therefore, 
that it: might anſwer all theſe good Ends, and might with all 
f poſlible ſpeed be carried on and finiſhed, in order to inviteand en- 


courage all the; Members to contribute towards payment of the 

Cempany's Debts, and Arrears of Charities, (wherein Sir Wil- 

liam. Hooker, then one of the fitting Aldermen, and late. Lord 4,41. ; m,. 
Mayor,- and many ether Worthy Members, had liberally con- -»/zer the defgn'4: 
tributed;2s good Examples,) they liberally ſubſcribed and paid 56 xmoms.* 
towards the raifing and ; finiſhing) of ſuch. agditipnal Building,, Gng </ <o/grd. 
eluting themſalves (if occaſion ſhould: be:yftgerwards)-to'be far- auuyme ay? 
ther aſliſting'to-compleat:ſo good a Work; not doubting buttheir: 2-7ce /er:led ro 


Brethren, the reſt-of the Members, would every one follow, ac- crane, 21g? 
cording totheir Degrees and Qualities. With the Company , 


And that the beautifying and- repairing their Hall might not ***** 
prove aBait to ſuch Creditors(if any ſhould he)as formerly ſeized 
the Ruines of the ſame;to endeavour again aSequeſtration againſt + 

it 3- but might anſwer thoſe good Ends fo by theardeGigned ; The. © 
+ Company. by advice: of Learned Counſel, after an Inquiſition 
takenbefore the Commiſſionersfor Charitable Uſes, and purſuant 
to a Decree made-by thoſe Commiſſioners, have conveyed the 
- ame, and all: their Revenue: and: the Equity of Raderagtiog. 

7H eTEOL,, 


24 


way of Anſwer to 
Bills exhibited a- 
 gainſt them by 
Creditors, gave 
ſatisfation, ſo «s 
Fo prevent others 
from troubling 
them im yan. 


As alfo the Com- 
miners for cha- 
ritable uſes, when 
they underſtocd 
their Caſe, adviſed 
therr Creditors to 
defiſt, and not waſte 
their Pariſh-Stock 
in a vain profe- 
ceution, and to ap- 
ply rhemnſelves to 
the Wardens in 4 


friendly Manner. 


| Ss that ſeveral 
Creditors, whe (1ll- 
| adviſed) had given 
| them diſturbance, 
| give freedom to 
| tbe Wardens and 
Committee to puer- 
ſue the Building, 
and to the Mem- 
bers 411ending the 


wmcred:ble Celerny, 
| wholly compleated. 


- pviiitmeiit of 0 


The Company's Caſe 
Sec + 4, * Company of Grocers, as it relates to themſelves and their Credi- 


-" £ ſhort detonigof - - 


. 


theteof, (Tubjett to the ſaid former Seturities)to/ Truſtees, "to ſe-?, 
care rhe yeatly payment, not only of theſe Charities wherewith 


that Revenve 1s charged by the Donors ; but alſo 'with the over- 


plas,(asthe ſame will extend)thoſe otheryearly $a engrns aonen | 


by Oe COUPE to ſeveralPlaces, Perſons, and Uſes, by 


no'Fond remains; )thatthey might alſo thereby:nog only diſcharge 
their Cnnſciences towards God, andthe Memory of ſuch 'Pious 
BenefaCtors, but alſo avoid the chargeable ecutions of the 
Commiſſioners upon the Statute for Charitable Uſes, who have 
of late put, this Company every year to exceeding/great Charges 
ark Expences;'- 5 7 77 39579 2005 PRDENNDS Saolemtriirty Perf 
Thus have I endeayoured&to Tay down-the true State 'of the 


tors, in their preſent condition 3 the Subſtance whereof having 
beendeclared by way of Anſwer to ſeveral Creditors Bills, (who 
to no purpoſe had 'put themſelves to Charge in Sning the Com- 


pany,) ſeemed to give great SatisfaCtion untothe Learned Coun- : 


cil, and other Perſons unconcerned, who before were ignorant'of 
the true*Stare of the Company's Caſe z and may happily be a 


' means to divert others from a fruitleſs proſecution of any fuch 


chargeable Suits againſt the Company, in the event whereof they 
cannot promiſe to themſelves ſo much Benefit, -as they may hope 


to ſee withour it.” And the Commiſſioners for-- Charitable Uſes, : 
baving been rightly informed of the Truth - of ' the Company's 
Condition, did wgll-approve-of, and decree ſach 'a yoluntary - 


ſettlement, as a moſt! Righteous SanRion to preſerye their Re- 
putation, and ſecure their Poſteriry ;z' and therefore: adviſed 
their Creditors by Bond toacquieſce therein; and to apply them- 
ſelves to the Wardens and 'Affiſtants, (when' they may bein a 
capacity of paying by Befieyoleiice, or other contingent profits,) 


for their Debtsdue by Bond, rather thanin vain to' diſturb them 
with Suits, todiſcourage the Members, and thereby, not only to 


hazard the loſs of their own, but to wrong all others concerned 
with- thet, by giving them trouble and diſturbance. : 


; And ſeveral of their Creditors, who before (inſtigated by ſome | 
unadviſed Perſons) * gave the Company difturbance;,” as ſoati as 


they were fo informed; of their Caſe, better conſidered their own 
Intereſt, and wholly forbore to proceed any farther; which not 


hb ff com only afforded great Freedom and Liberty to the Waydens and 
r/ret, and,with Aſſiſtants to atrend the Company's Service, but alſo. great incou-: 
ragement to the then Wardens, to begin, and to Sir Hermry Tulſe,. 


mn her Benefaftors, who: heretofore-paid into their 
' handsſeveratgreatSums of Money for thoſe Uſes;(for which now - 


#3 


the Company, of. Groeers. 
_Mr. Box, and Mr. Winch, (the ſucceeding Wardens,) to cerry on 
"that great Work of dyed hes Hall,., * Hort a rime, £ AS 1s 


'5 


age Inorg. convenient i at "es fft — 

Lars dations - (aot at firſt ©7204 7 wor 

he on to render it _ exp 1t js,). tar excelling eugic , re mate 
any Hall that pow.is '(or Prov a, in open, ſo that 7 Cromer 
the whole charge of comptea! piers: with as good advantage it giver, 
Husbandry-as was: pofible we x ah to donble (ne. mit free, 


the Sum-which was at firſt a Roludy to bedisburſed;and there- would hevebern 
fore called for farther aſſiſtence of our Members,thanat firſt was 570/75 "i 


pleatly finiſhed, manifeſtly apPrars.t0 ba have Mera the. only means 


left ko kee e Com ny uport a a Found: hich 0 wiſ 
Feet yt Lat Spe lf; 4 by On 


FO crabs greater i than, all the;gther, part. ca the i oder 
pany 's og One and above the- Ga js il ſuing. there II=7 =o 


proach, mcourage 


Hott we nn the only means 

%s to remove the ve» 
great Tock: earl it might phe Mins the whole = Freemen and > 
and liberally to contribute towards the 'refidue'of: this- eg ; "gy 
and the Debts : To which epd&L/have, -tor:the; bet 'of myCupial 
Cs compoſed: theſe. Sheets Cent mag 4 and 'Entou- That it might 
| ABSMENy fallow ſo. geod 6 gen ang, Move every good 
Work, rea rom Tha yh: EE Oe CPNCerneds gurrenang thi 


Mk 50 W- Devrs and Charts 
_ ries, this Book ts 


rats tome, The clap Repaiters and Refinery dftbboan EHeele nr 


pany: of Gnarer3, d  (LIOU 2Agotter df! 31? t5Yae ol 4571 Pcomragement. 
nor io eauds UH 
His is a Work wherein thofe that are moſt Zealous Tremor, arwel 
ſhall be moſt 1lluftriots, and is- that alone which mins 
will abide the Scrutiny of the:maſk, Mabiciegs and, Cen- if ome rode 


forious in all Cha 5,909 it, a, FP otfr om, Wan the CO OO 


fatter 


moſt Avaricious and Luxi rious,. As We ha wtious,, 
after many GenereO will eltcem.it the Chief H 


Honour- 


of 


”* 


$ 


And thar 


A ſlant \ Acrount of | 

of their Familyt0 derive their Pedigree, -. *Tis founded 
in_ Obedience to a- Divine, Command, :and.: anchor'd 0n 
- Juch infallible Promiſes; v2will render: the! ſincere Donors 
impregnable,- againſt all 'the:/Mahce''and Defigtis' of 6ur 
Common Enemies, who with equal Subtilty and Malice 
to divide and. deſtroy, have of late years, C Rerized 
thetwo extremesin each orporation, by the diſtinction 
of t#/hig and Tory, jand though with. no-lels Malice, they 
. endeavoured to. blemith Moderation with the ſquint-eyed 
InveRtive' of Trimming; yet they could never graff their 
Poiſon on the Sacred Stock of Pious, arid well-intended 
Charity, and Good Works. 

May the. Author of Ares and Liver of Concord, 2 
waken every  Mechber of this and all other Societies bo 
reflect on what is paſt, and, DR Lal + 
EffeQts of our late Heats and fe nos the fc 
of many innocent of Charity occaſionedthereby, 
ſo asto lay aſideall prejudice towards one another, for the 
future: 'and after the byes and in obedience to the 
Command' of our Bleſſed R er, £0 aan ha and forget 
. i, thee Tenders as Members of 
- one Chriſtian Body, an oo ana one { nrcy ſtriving 
- fo.excell each- other in doing. good; and proioting the 

urand Happineſs of abt Fellowſhip. - 
X tes” this Company,” Loney ki 


untenance, y har I aw 


 placedimabeir; do 4 motive thereto.) an little 
- Table over the Muſick- -Room, at the lower-end of; the 
> oy biden F 
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 Aftions and Proceeding, not having, any extant (that I could find 


POSTSCRIPT. 


—' "HE Cowpany of Grocers, at.the time when the Quo War- 
ranto was brought z:gainſt them, Ano 1684. were (of 
all Companies in Loxaon) under the moſt. irregular Go- 


vernment, as to By-Laws and Ordinances, to warrant their 
Toe Company, when 
the Quo Wartanto 


made, and legally confirmed, fince@he time of King Henry the was rroughr, war 
Eighth ; in whoſe Reign {by ſearch) I found on Record, inthe 5/ (Whores 1-1 
Town-Clerk's Office, many ſuited to the Diſtempers-and Nature «inances, having 


none made that are 


of the Myſtery of the Grocery in thoſe days z but having taken {77,0701 
Copies of them (nigh an hundred Sheets,) on peruſal I found thenf Henry we £igis/s 


tine; ana theſe 


moſt Obſolete and out of Uſe, and very defective to cure, or an- (4,,;1 4: -, the 


tidote the Diſeaſes or Corruptions of the preſent Conſtitution Pifemper: E the 
i7ne } were 


of the Company : So that the Renewing,and Confirmation of our ;. 714 wr of 


Charter,proved an happy opportunity to this Company,not only 7 »»; which 
to havea Relaxation and Quierz: of all Offences and Miſpriſions put; 194,979 


that might have proved fatal, through defect of ſuch Sanftions Gmpey _ 


of Government, (which are eſſentially neceſſary to every Corpo- ze curicr, 


ration;z) but by the aid and favour of the Right Honourable the m_ g by cid f 
Earl of Algrave, then our Maſter, interceding with his late Ma- Eater Ming 


jeſty, King Charles the Second, of Bleſſed Memory,(who graciouſly are ſeveral Privi- 
condeſcerided ro own himſelf our Maſter) our Charter was en- cy, © 


larged with theſe following advantages, viz. a Confirmation of a OY Om 


Charter We by King Henry the Sixth, granting the Office of gramed torts cum 
Garbling to this Company, in all places in this Kingdom, (the 777.9 King _ 
City of Zoxaon only excepted;) which Prifilege, by non-uſage office Gartling, 


fot ſome years, was grown almoſt out of knowledge to the * 425 i» 


8 g England,(Lond 
Members, until by ſearch for other Charters, I found it on Re pas 7 
cord in the Tower. Secondly, The 


. . . X Ayſtery of G 
By declaring the Species of the Myſtery, which before in the - ren bdr gg: 
former Charters, was: expreſſed generally under the Detlomi- £ Pruseitts 


nation of Grocery; but thereby declared to include all Druggi/ts, Tobacconits, and 


Confeftioners, Tobacconiſts, and Tobaceo-Cutters, as having been Tobacco-Curters 


in London, and 


* branched out of, and bred by Grocers, (there being then no Come rirce 36/cs compaſs 


are Incorpirated 


pany of them, or any of them.) : —O— 
Afterwards that Charter, (ſo granted upon and after this Quo :» 4-{parare! from 
Warranto) with thoſe Additional Clauſes and Privileges, being © ©-»3: 


vacated, .a new Charter (by advice of Sir Henry Polixfen, and 
: G 


other 


_ : "— 5 og q 
- « ba 
CG ** *% 


A ſhort Account of | 
other Learned Counſel) was obtained, (independent of any ſarren- 
der) whereby all Perſons uſing theſe Species, *as well as Gro- 
cers, in London, or within three Miles of the Liberties of the 
ſame? are incorporated into this Company, and never to- be 
ſeparated from them, or otherwiſe incorporated ; with liberty 
given to all Perſons uling any part of the Myſtery, whether 
Free of any other Company or no, to incorporate themſelves 
therein; not judging it reaſonable to compel them, (as Men 

. | that have born Office in one Pariſh, from thence into any other) 

—_—z— to doe the like. ; ; Ep EE 

»(irg hs Myitery, , But it poſitively enjoyns them all to bind their Apprentices, for 

2 Erakens, Con- the future, to Members of tM Grocers Company, .and to be turned 

gifts, Tobacco- gyer totheir Maſters, to ſerve their Apprenticeſhips, and all (as 

CA FP" well thoſe whoſe terms are expired, as) thoſe that are not to take 

ofter to bind ther their Freedoms of the Grocers, in order to ny omny Succeſhon 

Menbern of this in this Company, which otherwiſe.muſt in few years have ſunk, 

C:mpany, in erder fyx want of Members, to the total ruine and deſtruction of their 

fo ireſeve 4 S*= Charities and Government : And for their Accommodation in that 

And fur an aces heha}f, there isan Order of the Court of Aſliſtents, for the Beadle 

harem 71 ® Of the Grocers Company, to be the Medium, (in caſes where they 

4 1. habe have no other Friend of the Company,) for their Apprentices to 

of Ajitens, fs be bound to him, and ſo turned over to the Maſter whom heis to 

hem to be bond 0 ſerye; which Clauſe in the Charter for ſo doing, was at 

5 wr firſt much ſcrupled, by reaſon of the Cuſtom ( us £1 

17 r14cverro their to be) in London, for a Freeman's Son to have his Freedom by 

Tee abuſe of raking Patrimony (at his own Election) of whatſoever Company his 

Freedom ly 172 Father was a Member, though the Son had been bound Appren- 

zhe Error derected; Lice tO a Member of another Myſtery ; wherein (upon due Exa- 

Tr 4099 mination) it was found to be a vulgar Error, anda grit Miſtake, 

but not 10 the My- by long uſage, groyn into a Cuſtom, extending this Cuſtom of 

PI ns on Patrimony (which 1$ reſtrained only to a Freedom of che City )to - 

fry, wheref his every Company in the City 3 whereas the Appreatice,thouglhe 

Father was Free. may have his Freedom (whether he ſerve or no) of the City by 
his Father's Copy, yet he ought (according to the Original De- 
fign and Intent of every Charter of Incorporation) to take his 
Freedom of his proper Myſtery, where there is any Corporation 
of ſuch Myſtery; For that every Myſtery hath been incorporated 
to noother end, but to have all their Members, and all uſing their 
Myſtery, . well governed by proper Judges, viz. by Men beſt 
knowing and experienced thereinz whereasthe contrary praQtice 
hath introduced a fpurious Mixture in all Societies, and cauſed 
allabuſes, poſſibly in the Government of the City, and made Men 
aSlawleſs and ungoyernabk, as their corrupt and looſe Principles 


wil lead them to. As + 


the Company of Grocers. | 19 | 


As for Example, a Member of the Gerber- Chirurgiovs, puts his 
. Son Apprentice to a Carpenter or Black: Smrh, or any other Me- {fr Exon. 
chanick Trade, if the Son (having thus ſerved his Apprentice- « Blickimuh, * 
ſhip) out of Pride, Prejudice, or ſiniſter End, ſhall take his Free- 92 moo be 
dom by Patrimony of the Barber. Chirurgions, (whereof his Father ber Chirurgions, 
was a Member,) he is thereupon Sworn to obſerve the By-Laws {24% Fetter 
and Ordinances, made for well-governing of the Barber-Chirur- pany « Menver. 
2ions, Which is to bleed, dreſs Wounds, &c. things unknown to 
him, and impoſſible for him to obſerve, and (which is worſe) 
makes him never after mindful of his Oath, and frees him from 
all Obligation to take notice of, or to obſerve thoſe Ordinances 
made for well-goyerning the Carpenters, which is his proper 
Myttery ; and ſo he becomes a lawleſs Perſon , and from thence, 
in that, as in other like Caſes, the End and Deſign of all Corpo- 
rations is totally abuſed ard defeated, beſides the great wrong 
done to the Company, which is thus deprived of its Members, 
which ſhould ſupporc the Charge and Grandeur of their Society, 
of which Iojury no Company in London, have more cauſe to'com- 
plain than the Grocers; but all other Perſons uſing a Calling, of 
which there is no Corporation, in being as Norwich-FaCttors 
Merchants, &c. . are at liberty to take their Freedom of what 
Company they have ſerved to, or by Patrimony of their Fathers, 
or by Redemption of what Company they pleaſe, but having . 
once made their EleCtion, they are obliged to continue therein, 
unleſs they ſhall be tranſlated thence by order of the Court of 
Aldermen, and conſent of the Company, into another. 


|. And whereas two Cauſes have been aſſigned for diſcouragement The Cauſes diſcowe 
. F . e. WH cole 
of Perſons totake their Freedom of the Grocers,viz. reg Perſonefrom 
66 : taking their Free» 
Firſt, The great Charge they were incident to bear above 4» *e Gro- 


cers, VIZ. the great 


other Companies. charge and barthen, 
Toe reproach if thery 


Secondly, The Reproach contraQted, by reaſon of their Hall Het# Rne,and 
lying in Ruines,and under Sequeſtration, and the great Debts they ©747otdraiinn, 
owe; both which, by the Prudence and Care of our Governmert, 

(now bleſſed be God) are removed, and on the contrary, greater 

Arguments may be nſed to incourage ſuch as left us toreturn, and 

others to incorporate themſelves into this Company, belides the F . 

many ancient Privileges, which the Members of the Grocers Com- (nn ne 

pany are intituled unto : For eaſe of their Members they do not nagement (beſules 

wn YR to excuſe themof Warden or Steward, as heretofore, i; amp) | 

butin ſpecial caſes, neither do they call them on the Cloathing, '* <vre- & every SY 

(as in moſt other Companies) _ when it is moſt manifeſt they Ds 
| 2 ave 


Al ſhort Account of 
have been of long continuatſte,or are of ſufficient Ability,freely-to 
accept it; and ſo it is (uſually) a long time before it comes toa 
Young Man's turn, to bear any charge or burthen here, and when 
And noe are ſuf. It doth, the charge of Livery, Steward, and other Ofiices, are all 


fered ts Fine, and requced to a very low andeaſie rate; or if they Fine, or Hold, 
1f they do, it is not 


ab:ve haif ſo mucy, The Charge is not much above half ſo much as it wes heretofore; 
=: it was heretifore. a}} ſo ſettled by the Court of Afſiſtents, for eaſe and enconrage- 
ment of their Members. 


Tier: i proviſm Our Hall having been new built and beautified, there is a moſt 
made for rhe due certain Ground-rent, by Decree ſettled, to anſwer all our yearly 


payment «f all ou 


Caries, which Charities, as well (where we have, as where before we had no 
jr ry years Fond) to ſecure the due and conſtant yearly payment of them to 


have been too much 


neglefted and cc- Their Proper Object, to remove all that daily Clamour and Re- 


caſioned great (lg- . . d 
RECs flexion, which for ſeveral years. paſt in all places, rendred them 


on che Company. Teproachful throughout the City and Kingdom. "# 
Our By.Low: ns Our By-Laws by moſt learned Counſel areTettled, and again 
Ordinances are Peruſed, examined, and approved of, as the Law diretts, (in the 


nary hy Cere, Firſt Year of the Reign of our now Sovereign Lord and Lady 
Counſel, prepares King William and Queen A4ary,) by the Right Honourable the 
Je well Ordering ] ords Commſlioners for Cuſtody. of the Great Seal, and the two 


and Governing our 


Members, and ail LOrd Chief Juſtices, Sir John Holt, and Sir Henry Pollixfen, pur- 
»/ing th® Myſtery; fuant to our late Charter ſo enlarged, whereby our ancient Uſages 


and for encourage- 


ment of all who 4. and Privileges, for well Governing and Ordering our Members 


freer Dy; and Myſtery are in every kind regulated, augmented, and ſup- 


n#ment fail Plyed with addition of new, ſuited to all our defects, which will 
; £r4r:,9n4 without doubt encourage our BenefaCtors, liberally to contribute 


0 fo ENCOUrage Our 


Serefadters, that COWArds diſcharge of the Remainderofour Company's Debts; ſo 
or Caper be that there cannot be a better foundation laid, to raiſe and reſtore 


reſtored, as it Ww 


r00 yearsfince, « OUT COMPANy, ASit was 100 years fince, a Seminary of good Citi- 
Srſery'f Chartie's Zens, 8nd Nurſery of the beſt Charities in London; and ſo conſe- 


end Semmary of : | ; 
evd Cuizers, Quently no Apprentice can well, or probably may hope to be 

planted in a better Corporatiaon,in orderto his future advantage. 
41114414. And tothe end that all Perſons concerned uſing this Myſtery, 

nd that this Com- , TOR j 

pany way mo longer EiTheT as Grocer, Druggift, Confettioner, Tobacconift,, or Tobacco- 
—— 2 Cutter, in London, and within three Mites of the Liberties thereof, 
gre/ing1bem9,the may have notice thereof,and give due Obedience and Conformity 
4-76 j++ 99M to what hath been ſo deſigned by the ſaid Charter, By-Laws, and 
AMyftery in Lon- ancient Uſages, and this Company ſuffer no longer by their De- 
0 rd Faults, either in not obſerving, or tranſgreſſing the ſame; the 
 willbe Printed and Heads thereof will in ſhort time be Printed and Publiſhed, and 
hes rencers Left at their ſeveral Dwellings, and places of abode, for their 
Gnfprmtherewto. Caution and better Information. And certainly,allthis conſidered, 


it 


"$4 


- IT OY : 
z 6 * -: "The Coltpany of Grocers. - 
” Ircannot be doubted but every Member of this Company, will 
. call to mindthe great obligation he lies under (if he will mind his 
Oath, either as a good Chriſtian, or an honeſt Man, in and by 
all things according to his Power, on all opportunities, not only 
to publiſh and make known unto all Perſons concerned, what 
is ſo required of them, but will alſo move and excite them, by 
the beſt Arguments and Ways they can, ſpeedily to comply 


C52, 


. with their duty herein, and ſo avoid the-Penalties and Charges 
they will otherwiſe expoſe themſelves to, in a chargeable way, 
and be compelled at laſt to yield Obedience and Conformity 
thereunto., | 


TH 6 
CONCLUSION, 


In a few Motives to Good Works, as 
the very Lite and Soul of Religion, 
and the beſt Evidence of a ſincere 
Chriſtian. 165.6 


H Aving thus ſtated the condition of the Company, as it long 


Tie Ce onclufien by 


Addreſs. flouriſhed in Splendor, and gradually through various Pro- 


vidences, and the ſad Effetts of War and Fire; bow it 
roaned of late under ſo great preſſnre in its ſadder Circumſtances : 
And having ſer before you the happy encouragement already now given, 
and the Methods propounded again to raiſe and reſtore this Company to 
Mei humbly m-" its former ſplendor , I now tn n to the Honourable and Worthy Mem- 
Wark chlrnn, bersof whom it conſiſts : And you, my noble and good Maſters, lunder 
whom I hold my Station inthis place, I moſt humbly pray ydu (of your 
wonted Benignity )ro bear with my Zeal and Freedom,and the boldneſs I | 
aſſume, moſt humbly ro move you, to ſet to your helping hands in this i 
| Work, ſo excellent and acceptable to God and every good an. ' 
| | Y | 1. By remembring you of thoſe eminent good Charities, for which . I 
| nd preſſed with a , . f _ it | 
| Foe-fld Arix-men thoſe Worthy Members who went before you in former times, and are t0 > 1 
| | TRIDSS thus day celebrated ;, and have left us ſuch orounds as (being now built ) 2 
| Duty. gives us theproſpett of a great Revenue when the Leaſes are out, which —_ 
From example of (though far diftant ) are and will be every year (like uſeful Timber) 4 -L 
eefirrs. more growing hope to Poſterity. x 
Nee 2. That you would not only think it engugh to praiſe them, but be 
| #hſe Fandatin :rv0ked by a generons Emulation, to fol their Example, liberally 
| they have to bruld : I . Yy 
| " and bountifally to afford your Aſſiftence, nor only to ſecure, but alſo to | 
| increaſe this growing hope, that our Burthen and Reproach being re="" 
| moved our Benefattors may be encouraged, and this Society ftill pre- 
| ſerved , 


0 


OATS. 


bs JIE. 4 
"oo - 
Tn ART © 


| Conclufton. 


erved « Seminary of good Merchants, and as a Treaſury of Charity: 
Und {o whe Em Generations may Bleſs and A as ms 


._ &s you do thoſe Worthy XMembers in former ttmes, when your Names 
" ſhall berecorded, as Raiſers and Reſtorers of the Company of Gro- 

3. That what you doe, you would doe ſpeedily ; whereby you will dra 
on others, that need quickening and encouragement, by your Example; 
and in ſo doing, you will not only have the Comfort of what you doe your 
. ſelves, but be the happy Promoters in others, of what the Company will 
have cauſe tobleſs God, and give you thanks for. 

4+ That you will conſider how great a deliverance you had to eſcape 
the late dreadful Fire with your lives ; and how Gracious God hath been 
ro you ſtill, to entruſt you with his Talents for improvement (as 
Stewards) in his Work: And that this Company which ſuffered ſo 
much. in that Calamity,.. hath no other Hands but yours to repair her 
breaches. | 
.  $. That you can have no ſuch true comfort in the World on a Sick, 

Bed, or in any other Calamity, as to be conſcious of doing good Works 
of this Nature, when as faithful Stewards of that which is not conſigned 
ro you into Property, but into Truſt, you have (as Good and Faithful 
Servants) but well diſpoſed of a Parcel of your great Lord's Eſtate, 
* according to his own Will. 

And for your encouragement, this is a Work, moſt acceptable toGod, 
and inviting to every good Man, the Redemprion, Relief, and Support 
of the moſt Ancient and 1lluſtrious Corporation in this Metropolis,with 
all her numerous Offspring, the Aged, the Widow, andthe Father- 
wa the Blind, the Lame, and the Impotent, all that God (whois 


iſdom and Goodneſs) himſelf commends (after his own example) to Encureging is 


your Charity, and as capable of Alms, with moſt extenſive Bleſſings, 
Promiſes of Rewards, and tobe negletted under the moſt ſevere Threat- 
nings and Puniſhments. 


And farther, this your kindneſs will not periſh as a Meals-Meat, or , 


a draught of cold: Water (though that has encouragement, a Man would. acceprable ro Ged, 
and inuiting to 


every Good Man. 


think., that will give credit to our Saviour himſelf,) but this your Chas 
rity will be as a laſting Seed, laid onthe pureſt: Foundation of thoſe 
Holy and Good Men, who were our Picus Founders, and whoſe Names, 


after ſo many hundretl years, ſmell ſweet and bloſſom in the duſt ;, and. 


are now Bleſſed with God, receiving the Recompenſe of their Reward, 
: whilſt their Works follow them, and praiſe them in the Gates ;, ſo that 
what you ſhall here beſtow, will be 10 open and feed thoſe Fountains, as 


3 " their laſting and refreſhing Comforts and Relief. 
|, = For though Good Works in themſelves \( a flowing back, to the Foun-. 
| tain from whence they ſpring) can be no way meritorious}, yet they have 


beer 


22 
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And not only = the "o phe j F; of; 
beik means 10 ſecure "OO | | nn 
what they ſhall » amoff diffuſive mWorks of this Nature, that ij 
eave to their Chil- 


dren and Poſterity, artafon, | hy./0 many great Eſtates are. ſooner $64. y.4 10 
(which withiw than gotten by bis frugal Parent, it may be well pre umed; Jes 


hz ky rs ſc »J* Wn. . - a v8.0 Sh b - ed 4, 
Pe mn ſa little of it was beftonied to ſuch uſes ; mhe Men'werrw/e 4 
git ” mou Sf God, ty whom they owe all they have; and + moſt « fanedily- he 5 

. or £ C ; one 0 nana pet 

Ca. your Acconnt at the great Andir, will be ſooner allowe dro'* ity 
* This 8 be under-- Other EYYOY 5, than what 15 thus diſpoſed. Aud 210 8s" Spive's "4 3 
ſence, nt otherwiſe. , et afen's Wat "2 Fs 1 þ 

* ſider bow Alms in Scripture. are called; an Odor of a ſweet-finetli1 

A ſweet Perfume ded] Lone” Jo} SZ 


 n theNeftrils of © DAVOUrL 3 and it 1s theſe Perfumes that will prove - accepts "_ 


_— : and have a good Savour among ft. Men. '$0. I conclude, within Prayer ayers 
je wit ob ; Fr to Almighty Goa, to jncline x; ane Hearts,” according falta $91 
vour to Grd. =» Degrees and Qualities in this grear Work, to acquit your ſelves. as Food © 
Mer, and as good Citizens and Grocers ;" and that 1 may be 'bappy in 
© diſcharge of my Duty,” Which alone moved me to make thismy buhble- 
Adare(s to you all, and ſhall be my endeavours to perform. 
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